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Thanksgiving Day
What Are You Thankful For ?

A new study shows that your church members
want you to preach a sermon on our Christian
history and heritage, and Thanksgiving is a
perfect time for this!
A recent study by Christian pollster George
Barna showed that 79% of church members
said that they wanted their pastor to do ser-

Temptations

Message by: Leroy Surface

Hebrews 4:15: “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin.”

The basis for the favorite argument of those who believe Jesus Christ was only
a natural man while on earth is taken from this verse. It is an argument that
must be refuted by the scriptures if we are to understand the truth of who
Christ is, and what He came into the world to do. Many believers, and a few
great men and women of God have been hindered in their faith by the wrong
understanding of this verse. We know that the meaning of many words have
changed even in our lifetime. A few of us can remember when “cool” spoke
of the weather instead of a teen ager. The Greek word “peirazo,” which was
translated “tempted” actually means “to test.” Jesus was “tested” in every
way that we are tested, but never was He “tempted” to do what He was “tested” to do. In our modern language, to be “tempted” means you have to
restrain yourself not to do the thing you are tempted to do. Some teachers have
comforted sinners in their sin, telling them it doesn’t matter that they sometimes “fall” into immorality, or drunkenness, or lying, etc. because Jesus was
“tempted” to do the same thing. NO! Jesus was “tested” with the same things,
but He was never “tempted” to do them. He could not have failed the test
because it was not in Him to do the things He was tested with. A person,
whether a believer or unbeliever, cannot be tempted to do anything that is not
in their heart to do, but they can be tested with things they would never do. Is
it possible that a mother who loves her child could viciously murder her child?
The thought is ridiculous. Any right kind of mother would die for her child,
but they could never take the child’s life. A loving husband would give his life
to protect his wife or children without even taking thought for their own safety. It would be impossible that he would take their lives unless murder (hatred)
was in his heart towards them. Even so, it is impossible that Jesus could have
sinned, because there was no sin in Him.
Continues on Page 3

mons on "Christian heritage -- the role of faith in
American history" and its "modern-day relevance." Thanksgiving presents a wonderful
opportunity to teach the Bible and also show its
influence in American history -- and that lessons
from our history still have modern day relevance.
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Hurry Up and Wait
By:Sharon Hubert

Hurry Up and Wait

How many times in life have we been impatience?
From the time a child breaths their first breath they
begin expressing their desires. They soon learn how
to get what they want, when they want! Then when
they begin to walk they think the sky is the limit. Now
begins the battle of the wills. Is the parent going to
win or is the child? One day my child ask me, on the
spare of the moment, if they could go do something
with a friend. They said they had to know right then. I told them then the
answer was no if I didn’t have time to think about it. All of a sudden time
was not of the essence. Know this one thing my friend, the Holy Spirit will
not rush you, he is gentle, kind and caring. In knowing what to do, you ether
know when it is or you know when it is not. If you’re not sure, be patient,
wait, and give it time to reveal itself. Or not!

If Eve would have been patient and sleep on the thought of disobeying God
we may not be in the mess we are in today. There are no doubt times you
wished you had waited a little longer in make some decisions. Your
thoughts are: “If only”!

The IF only-s can be none existent when you except Jesus as Lord of your
life. The guilt can be GONE! You may have to reap some things as a result
of some bad (impatient) decisions, BUT the Lord can bring you into a place
in Him that you can rise above it all! NO more looking back! FORGIVEN!
The blood of Jesus can keep you in the lions’ den. He will shut their
mouth’s… He will silence their voices!!! You will not be their next meal
ticket! You can go in the fiery furnace with him by your side. The Lord will
deliver you from harm. With much prayer and Bible reading you can make
it!! Psa. 23
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beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word (Jesus) was with God, and
the Word (Jesus) was God. 2. The same was in the beginning with God. 3.
All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that
was made. 3. In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
Read God’s word! It will show you the path to take. It will help you to
understand life. People! It will be your life rope!!! Hold on tight to every
word!

Luke 21:19 In your patience possess ye your souls. (Greek= patience:
hopeful endurance, remain, fortitude, persevere) …….. Phli.4: Be careful
for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your request be made known unto God. (7.) And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. (8.) Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of GOOD report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise, THINK ON THESES things.

Rom.5:1- 5 Therefore being justified …. ( as if you had never sinned) …..
by faith, we have peace with God “through our Lord Jesus Christ”: (2.) By
whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (3.) And not only so, but we glory in
tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; (4.) And
patience, experience; and experience, hope: (5.) And hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.

Heb.5:8 Though he were a Son (Jesus), yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered. (9.) And being made perfect, he became the author
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; (14.) Seeing then that that
we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our profession. (with patience) (15.) For we have not a
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but
was in ….. ALL …. POINTS …. Tempted like AS WE ARE, yet without
sin. (16.) Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

How many times has a car passed you only to find them stopped waiting at
the same stop light as you just ahead? They hurried to wait! I can probably
be safe in saying there isn’t a person living that has not made a mistake due
to the fact of being impatient! Or spoke in haste. The main thing is to Learn
from them!

James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
(3.) Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. (4.) But let
patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire wanting
nothing.

1. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any
thing that is in heaven, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters
under the earth. 2. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them:
for the Lord thy God am a jealous God….. Moses told them to wait. But
they became angry and very impatient. They sinned!!

Like Jesus learned, so we also learn obedience by the things we suffer. He
overcame with a sinless life. When the Father looks at his children, he sees
Jesus. We are covered by the blood of the spotless lamb! This is why Jesus
died! We are perfected in him! Through him! By him! Thank him for his
goodness, mercy, faithfulness, grace etc. in this your hour of temptation, trials, grief, sufferings etc. It says to count it all joy BY faith. Count it a privilege to suffer for Jesus!

After Moses brought God’s children out of bondage in Egypt, he went up to
the mountain to hear from God for them. Moses had been gone 40 days only
to return finding them making a golden calf idol to worship. They were
committing the first two of the 10 Commandments before Moses even came
down the mountain with them.

One would think that being away from slavery was enough. In the beginning it was but it didn’t take long for them to get disenchanted. They wanted to go back. Hard to believe isn’t it? This living by faith was not for them.
When they were in bondage in Egypt they thought at least they knew where
their homes were at the end of the day. They didn’t have to put a tent up and
be on the move all the time. They had a roof over their heads in Egypt. Food
and water was something they did not have to wait for, and they had a variety of it. (Heb.11:1 says: Now FAITH is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen.)

Jn.20:25 (Thomas, one of the disciples, was not with the other disciples the
first time Jesus came to them after the resurrection. They began to tell him
about what had happened and Thomas said) …… “Except I shall see in his
hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and
thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe”……. ( after 8 days Jesus
came again) saying : …… “Peace be unto you”… Jesus told Thomas to do
as he wished and be not faithless, but believe. Thomas answered and said
….. “My Lord and my God…… Then Jesus said unto him (v. 29) ….
“Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they
that have not seen, and yet have believed. Jesus’s words convicted Thomas.
They pricked his heart. He saw, he heard and he believed. Can we as believers do the same? You may say you to yourself “O I believe”. But how often
do your worry? How many times do you try and FIX it? Etc…. Where is
your joy?
Do you want to see Jesus? The Word (Bible) of God is Jesus! Jn.1:1 In the

The Lords’ prayer:

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Pray the word of God. Live the Word! Let it become who you are. What you
are. Follow the life of those that lived for a testament of Jesus! Their life
they counted not their own! Faithful to death!

If we are to acknowledge God in ALL our ways, the Bible tells us he will
direct our paths. I do not think it means for us to concentrate our prayers on
removing our trials as much as it does praying the Lord help us to come
through as pure gold! As having been tried by fire. Our trials working to
our good. (Rom.8:28)….
The Lord NEVER promised us a trial free life! Your experience as making
you not ashamed because the Love of God is shed in your heart!

Walk in quietness! Be at peace! Your actions will speak louder than your
words. If words are needed do not let them be words of defending your
faith, but words of sharing your faith. Make them count! The timing has to
be right. If not, your words are just that, mere words. You are not the
answer, you know the answer-er! Jesus. Be patient! Confusion is not of
God! Wait for the Lord to reveal himself. Give Him your whole life holding nothing back. Surrender All to Jesus …. I pray if you haven’t already,
please Do IT NOW…. This may be your last chance before you are taken
from this life. After that, judgment.
Sharon
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The apostle Peter said, “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you”
I Peter 4:12. The “fiery trials” which Peter speaks of came in the form of persecutions and tribulations against the believers because of their faith in
Christ. They were suffering such horrible things at the hands of unbelievers
that Peter said they were in a state of heaviness “through manifold temptations” I Peter 1:6, yet in believing, they “rejoice with joy unspeakable and full
of glory” I Peter 1:8. The apostle Paul suffered beatings with whips and rods,
and being stoned and left for dead, as well as many other perils at the hands
of the enemies of Christ, but he said, “None of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with
joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the
gospel of the grace of God” Acts 20:24.

The Greek word that was translated “temptations” in every place it is used
in the New Testament is “peirasmos,” which is properly defined as “putting
to proof.” Every “test” such as is common to man is a “temptation,” or a
“putting to proof.” Those who are “born of God” and “abide in Christ”
actually have nothing to “prove,” and should not be drawn into such temptations. When Satan “tempted” Jesus to “turn these stones into bread,” the
temptation came at a time when Jesus had not eaten in forty days and nights.
Of course Jesus had a desire for bread, his time of fasting having ended, but
bread was not the test. “Prove who you are” was the test Satan gave. “If
thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread” Matthew
4:3. Jesus refused to be drawn into the contest. “It is written, that man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God” Matthew 4:4. Incidentally, if Jesus had taken the challenge from Satan,
He would have failed, and would have come out of the wilderness in utter
defeat instead of “in the power of the Spirit” Luke 4:14. Jesus explained this
with His own words in John 5:19, “The Son can do nothing of himself, but
what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever He doeth, these also
doeth the Son likewise,” and again in John 5:30, “I can of mine own self do
nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine
own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” If His Father had
told Jesus to turn stones into bread, He could have done it, but to “prove
who He was” to His adversary, He would have failed. Many Christians fail
for no other reason than they seek to “prove themselves” to “have
power…to be holy…to exercise authority, etc.” Temptations (putting to
proof) will come, but it is not in those who are “born of God” to prove anything about themselves. What a child of God is, is an open book which is
“known and read of all men” II Corinthians 3:2-3.

Please PRAY for all our
Missionaries! & Christian’s
around the World!

www.thetruegospelwebsite.org
and/or

www.jdggospelpublications.org

Just use the one that works best for you. Thanks! JDG

From the desk of the Pastors

As we close out
Chapter 2016 of
our lives and
begin Chapter
2017
I believe it would
be good stop to
ask the Lord to
help us write the
best Chapter of
our life because this could be the last Chapter in our book of life.
As we review the past chapters is there things we need to change
to make the ending of our book of life better, is the question we
need to ask ourselves? The Bible said we are written epistle known
and read of all men. I ask myself all the time can people see after
reading my book of life chapter 2016 that I love the Lord? Can they
see he is my life, my love, and my everything?
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It is my desire as people begin to read chapter 2017 they will see
more compassion for the lost, the hurting, more love for all of
mankind than I have ever had. I pray as people read my book of
life they will be able to see a change in the way I present Jesus
Christ to them, that they can see “I have stop preaching about
him,” but now “I am making him KNOWN to them,” in word and in
deed. Only if I could make Him known to people. Is my heart cry in
this 2017 chapter of my book life? If they knew him they would submit to him and love, serve him.
May the 2016 chapter of my book of life be the greatest chapter
people have ever read? (How about you are there some changes
you would like to make to your book of life in chapter 2016 that
would make it a great read for the people that are reading your
book?) “Love you all” may God bless you’ll in 2017.

The church Web-Site
has went mobile.
Go on your cell phone type in
colmesneil first assembly of God.
You can see and hear singing and
preaching just like on the Web.

Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he hath anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised,
Luke 4:19 To preach the acceptable year of
the Lord

PLEDGE TO THE CHRISTIAN
FLAG

I pledge allegiance to the Christian Flag
and to the Savior for whose Kingdom it
stands. One Savior, crucified, risen, and
coming again with life and liberty to all
who believe.
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Forgiven? …or Free?
Message by: Leroy Surface

Why did Christ die on the cross? Was it to “take our punishment?” If so,
who was wanting to “punish us?” Perhaps it was to “take the penalty for
our sin?” If so, why did He “rise again” on the third day? The “penalty for
sin” is eternal death in the lake of fire. Did Christ die to “pay our sin debt?”
If so, who did we owe the debt to? Many years ago, the theory was the debt
was paid to Satan to set us free. Almost everyone today understands the
absurdity of that theory, but the modern theory is just as absurd if it i/s God
who will not “save us” until the debt is paid. Each of these theories I have
mentioned contains one common ingredient. Christ “took our punishment,”
or “suffered the penalty,” or “paid our sin debt,” whichever we may choose
to believe, in order that God could “forgive us” our sin while leaving us in
sin to continue in sin, or perhaps “stop sinning” through the power of our
own human will power. That in retrospect, is the most ridiculous theory of
them all. Consider this: the reality of the gospel of Christ is far different
from any of the theories that have been developed during the almost twenty centuries since Christ died for us. The “truth,” however, is very simply
laid out in the scriptures for anyone who will dare to believe what God has
said in His word. I ask you to take a short imaginary trip with me into the
truly absurd.
A life guard is sitting at his post at the beach. He hears the cries of one who
is drowning, “Save me! Save me!” Now this life guard is trained for the purpose of rescuing those who are drowning, but instead of throwing a lifeline,
or going to the one drowning, he simply picks up his megaphone and shouts
to the victim, “I forgive you.” As the one drowning is going down for the
last time, and gives one last gasp for help, the life guard says again, “I forgive you! You must believe that I have forgiven you,” and the drowning man
sinks beneath the waves to rise no more.

You are traveling through a national park, when in the distance you see a
family being attacked by a man eating lion. They are crying to the game
warden who is standing nearby, with everything that is needed to put the
lion down, but he responds to their cries for help with the same response as
the lifeguard, “I forgive you! Just know that you are forgiven,” as he watches the parents and children torn and ravaged by the lion. A little further
down the trail, you come upon a scene that further horrifies your sensibilities. A child has fallen over a ledge hundreds of feet above the canyon
below. He is clinging to the ledge by his fingertips, and slipping while
screaming for someone to save him. Again, for the third time in one day,
you hear the only answer given to the desperate child who cannot save himself. “Just believe you are forgiven, and when you die, you will “go to heaven.” If there is no “savior” for these in my analogy, they will all die within minutes. Forgiveness is not what they need; they must have “rescue” and
“deliverance,” which is what Christian salvation really is.

A “savior” that pretends to “forgive,” but leaves the people in bondage to
sin is no savior at all. Salvation that would “take sinners to heaven” would
be no salvation at all. According to the modern doctrine of forgiveness without deliverance from sin, the “New Heavens and the New Earth” will be
just as corrupt as this “present evil world” Galatians 1:3. Our God has
always been “merciful, gracious, and longsuffering” Exodus 34:6. He has
always forgiven the sins of those who turn away from sin to serve God. He
told Moses He forgives “iniquity and transgression and sin.” According to
message God sent to Daniel by the angel Gabriel, He promised to send “the
Messiah (the Christ)” to “finish” and “make an end” of those same transgressions and sins God had forgiven forever in the past. “…to finish the
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness…” Daniel 9:24-25.

In the New Testament, the English word “forgiveness” was translated from
the Greek word “aphesis,” which is defined by Strong’s Greek dictionary
as “freedom,” and only figuratively as “pardon.” If in every place in the
New Testament you find the word “forgiveness” you mentally insert “freedom from sin,” you will be seeing, perhaps for the first time, the “truth”
that Jesus said “will make you free.” The same is with the word “remission” in every place except Romans 3:29, where remission speaks of forgiveness of “sins that are past” through “the forbearance of God.” God
will “put up with your past” if you will trust in Him in “the present and
future” to do what Christ came into the world to do. He will “take away the
sin” that entered through Adam’s disobedience; He will take it out of your
heart and nature, and you will serve Him in “righteousness, peace, and joy
in the Holy Ghost” Romans 14:17.
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Thoughts from the Pastor/Shepherds Desk

And we beheld his glory

John 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. [2] The same was in the
beginning with God. [3] All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made that was made. [4] In
him was life; and the life was the light of men. [5] And the
light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended
it not.
[6] There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. [7] The same came for a witness, to bear witness of
the Light, that all men through him might believe. [8] He
was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that
Light. [9] That was the true Light, which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world. [10] He was in the world,
and the world was made by him, and the world knew him
not. [11] He came unto his own, and his own received him
not. [12] But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe
on his name: [13] Which were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. [14]
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth.
[15] John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This
was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. [16] And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. [17] For the
law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ. [18] No man hath seen God at any time; the only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him.
The light of the Glory of Jesus Christ and the life He lived
here on the earth is still shining today, we have seen that
Glory in the work that He (Jesus Christ) doze every day in
the lives of His people. All we can say sometimes is “it a
God Thing” or “Only God”. I stand in awe of the things I
see Him doing in people’s lives. All I can say I have “beheld
His Glory” even in 2016. To God Be The Glory!
As we are coming to the end of 2016 I for one are looking
for more of the Glory of God to shine as the world get
darker the Glory of God will get brighter. Shine Lord on
me and through ME that people may see your Glory even
the more.
We would love to hear from our readers
First Assembly of God
P.O. Box 496
Colmesneil.Texas 75938

www.colmesneilfirstaog.com
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If you would like to help us print a monthly issue Of Hear The
Shepherds Voice and mail it out on a monthly bases you can your
send your tax deductible love gift to:

First Assembly of God
P.O. Box 496,
Colmesneil Texas 75938

Looking For A Good Church?
YOU JUST FOUND IT!
832-401-5773

First Assembly of God
Colmesneil, Texas
Where Everybody is Somebody
Special.
Service Time

Sunday -10:30 A.M..
Sunday - 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Night - 6:00 P.M.

Wednesday Night is our “Advance Christian Development”

People are from around the world are going on our
church web-site.

We believe in getting out side
the four walls of the church
building to reach the lost.

www.colmesneilfirstaog.com

These are the Countries that people have got on our Web Site
And All over the United State

You Don’t Have To Be Alone
We are hear to help!

Homebound
Teams

These Homebound
Team members will
come to you, Will
pray with you for
you or just visit with
you. They will help
you any way they
can. You don’t have
to be lonely they are
here just to help.

Colmesneil First Assembly of God
Homebound Ministry Team’s Members
409-331-9948 OR 823-401-5773

ring
o
t
Tu 6
3
Tutoring program after School.
Monday- Friday. Begins August 29, from 3 pm- 6 pm.
We will offer free tutoring for Pre-K through 12th
grade. If your child needs a place to finish homework,
needs help with projects, written reports, research,
math. reading, science, history, comprehension, etc.
Great success
Great success with our tutoring program after school
so far we have 33 students.

To see their faces light up as they come in saying they
made a 100 on their spelling that day a give you a Hi5
are they say they made a 100 on their math and give
the Hi5 it is so precious. We do this for FREE.
Some have ask if they could help by sending money
we say Yes. Send it to “First Assembly of God
P.O. BOX 496 Colmesneil, Texas 75938” We really
would like for you to pray for us and the children to be
able to learn.

LADIES MEETING

November 20th
Time - 2:30 p.m.
Place -First Assembly of God
Colmesneil, Texas
Did you know that you can read the Shepherds Voice
Paper on our Church Web-Site, and that you can hear
singing and preaching on our site.

www.colmesneilfirstaog.com
We have a Prayer Chain that you can call
409-331-9948

Hear The Shepherd’s Voice
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The Resurrection of the Just and the Unjust
By Leroy Surface

John 5:25: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and
they that hear shall live.”

John 5:28-29: “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”

The soul of man was made for eternity. It was made just a little
lower than God, and it was made in the image and likeness of God.
The scripture gives the record of when God made the first man,
Adam. “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a
living soul” (Genesis 2:7). Notice that Adam “became a living soul.”
Adam was a “soul” that lived in a body. His body had “conditional
immortality;” if he ate of the tree of life, he would “live forever”
(Genesis 2:22-24), but if he ate of the tree of knowledge of good
and evil, he would “surely die” (Genesis 2:17). On the same day
that Adam disobeyed God, he died to God and became “alive to
sin,” which along with Satan is the number one enemy of God. On
that same day, Adam physically became a “mortal man.” He would
have become an “immortal man” if he had eaten of the “Tree of
Life,” but the entrance of sin brought the entrance of death. Adam
lived for another nine hundred and thirty years and the scripture
says “and he died.” James defines for us what death is to the natural man; “For as the body without the spirit is dead…” (James
2:26). It is when the soul leaves the body that the body is “dead.”
Adam’s body slowly grew old until the time it could no longer sustain life, and it “died.” Adam, however, was not a “body;” he was a
“living soul.” At the moment of death, which is the laying aside of a
body that can no longer sustain life, the soul of man never loses
consciousness. It goes immediately to a place to await the resurrection of its body. It does not “sleep” during that time, however,
but is fully conscious until the resurrection and final judgment. The
final state of the soul of man is sealed for all eternity when the last
breath is breathed by the mortal body. The “righteous” await their
resurrection in a place of comfort and love. Before Christ died for
us, the “righteous” were those who “believed God” and “obeyed His
voice,” as did Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses,
and many others. Since Christ has died for us, the “righteous” are
those who have been “made righteous” (Romans 5:19), by faith in
Christ who came into the world to “make and end of sins” (Daniel
9:24-25), and to “take away our sin” (I John 3:5-6, John 1:29).
These, whose sin has been “taken away” and who “abide in Christ”
in this life, simply continue to “abide in Christ” as they await the
resurrection of their body. As Paul indicated in II Corinthians 5:8,
they are “present with the Lord,” never to suffer or sorrow again.

The Rich Man in Hell

Luke 16:19-24: “There was a certain rich man, which was clothed
in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And
there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his
gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell
from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his
sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried
by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and
was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and
seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried
and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus,
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue;
for I am tormented in this flame.”

Some people believe this is one of the parables of Jesus; others
believe it is a literal truth. It really doesn’t matter if it is a parable or

not, because it reveals a truth about the future of those who “die in
their sin;” their “soul” goes immediately to a place of torment that
Jesus called “hell.” It was a place of burning, because the rich man
said, “I am tormented in these flames.” It should be noticed that
the rich man is dead, his body is in the grave, but his soul is in hell
where he is tormented in flames. He has not received his final
“reward,” however, but he is in a holding place for those who die in
their sins. In hell, he will wait in torment for the resurrection of the
unjust, where he will brought back to life in a resurrected body to
be judged at the great white throne judgment “according to his
works” (Revelation 20:12-13). There is only one ultimate end for
the rich man, however, because he will be cast alive into the “lake
of fire” where he will be tormented “day and night forever and ever”
(Revelation 20:10, 15).
Almost two thousand years have passed since Jesus told us about
the rich man, but the rich man is still in hell, still tormented in
flames, still “waiting” for the resurrection of the damned, which will
only make his lot much worse. According to the scriptures, it will
be at least another thousand years before the white throne judgment, but the rich man will be there. Revelation 20:13-15 says of
that day, “And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they
were judged every man according to their works. And death and
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire.”

If a man dies, shall he Live Again?

Job, in what is believed to be the oldest book ever written by man,
asked the question, “If a man die, shall he live again?” (Job 14:14).
In the case of Job, he fully expected to be raised again. “For I know
that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day
upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body,
yet in my flesh shall I see God.” (Job 19:25-26). Few things are
stated more directly or clearer in the scriptures than the fact of the
resurrection of every person that has ever lived on earth from
Adam until now. Jesus spoke of both the “resurrection of life” and
the “resurrection of damnation.”
John 5:28-29: “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall
come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”

The angel Gabriel, whom God sent to tell Daniel about the coming
of “The Christ” who would “finish the transgression, make an end of
sins, make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in everlasting righteousness,” also told Daniel about the resurrection of the dead:

Daniel 12:2: “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”
As if the witness of Gabriel, the messenger angel of God, and of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, were not enough, the apostle Paul,
the greatest of all the apostles of our Lord, adds his witness when
he gives his testimony before the governor Felix, “(I) …have hope
toward God, which they themselves (the Pharisees) also allow, that
there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and
unjust” (Acts 24:15).
SEE PAGE 7
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The second coming of Jesus Christ and the resurrection of the
dead is the “blessed hope” of every child of God. We look forward,
not only to a resurrection, but to live eternally with Jesus Christ in
“a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness” (II
Peter 3:13), which is the ultimate end of all those who have been
“born again of the Spirit of God.” My purpose in this message, however, is not to prove a “better resurrection” for those who “live godly
in Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 3:12), but to show the “ultimate end” of
those who refuse the “savior” and the wonderful “salvation from sin
(Matthew 1:21)” which He brought to those who trust in Him.
When I speak of an “ultimate end,” I do not speak of “annihilation,”
but of the “final condition” and “dwelling place” of every person.
For some, their “end” will be “everlasting life.”

Romans 6:22: “But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.”
The “ultimate end” of the righteous is “everlasting life” in the “new
heavens and new earth.” The “ultimate end” of the ungodly and
those who do not know God (II Thessalonians 1:8) will be “everlasting burnings (Isaiah 33:14)” in a “lake of fire (Revelation 20:15)”
that burns “forever and ever” (Revelation 20:10).
Revelation 14:11: “And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up
for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of
his name.”
Revelation 20:10: “And the devil that deceived them was cast into
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and
ever.”

Just the thought of any person, regardless of how evil they may be,
tormented by flames day and night “forever and ever” in a lake of
fire where no one “dies” is almost more than I can conceive. One
young man said he knows that it is not so, because, “I know God,
and He would never do that to any person.” At this point, it may be
important to note that Jesus, the Son of God, who is “the eternal
Christ” who created the heavens and earth and the one whom Paul
says “…loved us and gave Himself for us” (Galatians 2:20), speaks
more about eternal damnation than any of His apostles.
Matthew 18:8: “…it is better for thee to enter into life halt or
maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into
everlasting fire.”
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prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived
them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire
burning with brimstone.”

This incident in which the beast and the false prophet are “cast
alive into a lake of fire” takes place shortly after the second coming
of Jesus Christ to this earth. The “beast” and the “false prophet”
spoken of in this verse are not just two men. Neither are they literal “creatures” that rise up out of the earth (Revelation 13:11) and
sea (Revelation 13:1). The simplest way to understand what they
are is to see their counterpart in the body of Christ;

I Corinthians 12:12: “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body: so also is Christ.”

The “beast” and the “false prophet,” while demonic in nature, have
“many membered bodies” made up of those who have received the
“spirit” of the beast and the false prophet. It is exactly as the
“church” is the “body of Christ,” made up of those who are “born of
God” and have received the “Seal of God.” The counterpart of this
is those who have been deceived by the spirit of the “beast” and
the “false prophet.” They “worship the beast” and they receive the
“mark of the beast” which is the counterpart of the “seal of God”
which, according to the scriptures, is “in the foreheads” of the children of God (Revelation 7:3). Those who “worship the beast” and
partake of his spirit are those who make up the body of the beast
and the false prophet. These are “cast alive” into the lake of fire.
According to the scripture, they will still be there a thousand years
later when the devil also is “cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented
day and night for ever and ever” (Revelation 20:10).

The particular manifestation of the beast that is revealed in the thirteenth chapter of Revelation was fulfilled in the false church of the
dark ages, which we know to be the “Roman Catholic Church” from
its inception until the reformation. It was during the reformation that
this “head of the beast” received its deadly wound, that was healed
(Revelation 13:3). The “healing of the beast” is taking place in our
generation, as many of those who were formerly called “protestants” are once again looking to the pope of Rome as the “head of
the church.” These are men such as those described by the apostle Paul; “professing themselves to be wise, they became fools”
(Romans 1:22). They should heed the warning and admonition
given by the prophet Jeremiah to his generation of Israel;
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Matthew 25:41: “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels.”
Matthew 25:46: “And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”

Luke 16:9: “And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the
mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive
you into everlasting habitations.”

The Beast and the False Prophet

There is a growing movement toward the belief of the annihilation
of the wicked. According to their belief, the lake of fire is where the
wicked are burned up to exist no more. The first place we read
specifically of the “lake of fire” in the book of Revelation however,
indicates something more than annihilation.

Revelation 19:20: “And the beast was taken, and with him the false
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Jeremiah 51:9-10: “We would have healed Babylon, but she is not
healed: forsake her, and let us go every one into his own country:
for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the
skies. The LORD hath brought forth our righteousness: come, and
let us declare in Zion the work of the LORD our God.”

Those “superstars” of “Christianity” who are hoping to “heal” the
Roman Catholic Church are deceived. They would do much more
for Catholics to preach the gospel to them without seeking to “heal
the beast” that has held them captive for the past sixteen centuries.
Those who would “heal the beast” are in danger of being “cast alive
into a lake of fire, burning with brimstone” at the second coming of
Jesus Christ.

The False Prophet

Revelation 13:11-12: “And I beheld another beast coming up out of
the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a
dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before
him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship
the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.”

The “many membered body” of the False Prophet is made up of
those who are currently seeking to “heal” the deadly wound of the
beast (Revelation 13:11-12). It is a beastly manifestation that has
arisen in this, the last generation before the return of Jesus Christ
to earth. The first prophetic words that I received from the Spirit of
God were in the second year of my ministry in June of 1965. I was
sitting in a Catholic church for the wedding of a friend. While waiting

for the ceremony to begin, I observed all the images around the perimeter
of the sanctuary. I examined the pictures of the “stations of the cross”
that were on the upper walls of the church, and noticed with disgust that
there was no picture depicting the resurrection. As an indignant young
Pentecostal preacher, I wanted to stand up and shout at the top of my
lungs, “Don’t you know that He is alive?” I restrained myself, and as I sat
in utter disgust at my surroundings, I heard the voice of the Spirit speaking to me; “In the last days a harlot will arise out of Pentecost that will be
more vile in her affections than the Roman Catholic church of the dark
ages.” I was shocked at what I heard, but I could not deny that I heard it.
It was a reproof to me from the Holy Spirit that dwelt in me. Later that
same year I received my first prophetic vision from the Lord, in which I
saw a time of great revival that would come to communist Russia, a thing
that seemed utterly impossible at that time. It was incredible to see and
believe that true revival would come to “godless Russia” before it would
come to America. Russia received its time of great Christian revival
immediately after the Iron Curtain fell in 1989. America has yet to

see true revival.
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