First Assembly of God
2016

Hear the Shepherds Voice Newspaper
P.O. Box 496
Colmesneil, Texas 75938

Bringing the 1st. Century Gospel To The 21st. Century
Volume 21 Issue 241
April 2016
FREE TAKE O N E

From the Pulpit to the
Battlefield

By Wendy Griffith
CBN News

CBNNews.com - LEXINGTON, Massachusetts -There
have been many books written on our nation's beginnings, but what is not commonly known is the crucial
role that churches and Christians played in defending
and founding what was to become the United States of
America.

CBN News filed this report from the site of the first
battle of the American Revolutionary War.

Just imagine what the colonists of Lexington, Mass.
were up against.

We had no munitions plants, we had no uniforms, we had no supplies, we
had no navy, we had no real army. And to think of taking this nation on,
and ever thinking that we had a chance of winning was nothing short of a
miracle - it was a miracle."

Nearly all of the MinuteMen were Christians -- parishioners of the town's
only church, pastored by the Rev. Jonas Clark. He himself was known as
a great patriot and often preached revolution from the pulpit.

The minister was also often the one in charge of organizing the town's
militia, as every town was required by law to have a militia that was
trained and ready to fight if necessary. This monument marks the spot
where the town of Lexington's church stood for about 150 years.

"The ministers were often the only educated people in town; they had a
captive audience once a week, and it was the only time everyone got
together," said Dick Kollen, a historian with the Lexington Historical
Society. "And so, if the minister was of a mind to use the pulpit to try
and influence people to the Patriot point of view, they would look to him,
and he was a very important authority figure."

We're all familiar with the famous midnight ride of Paul Revere -- well,
this is where he came, to the home of the Rev. Jonas Clark.
He came to warn Clark and his two prominent guests -- John Hancock
and Sam Adams -- that the British were indeed coming.

Kollen said, "That fact is, the British were coming, but they were walking -- 15 miles away. So Capt. Parker says, 'Go home, but be within the
sound of the drum.'"
SEE PAGE 2

In the early morning hours of April 19, 1775, 700
British Redcoats were marching their way.
And only about 77 colonial militia -- known as
the MinuteMen -- were waiting, muskets in hand,
to defend their families and town.

Capt. John Parker, whose statue proudly overlooks the park, told his troops on that fateful day:
"Stand your ground! Don't fire unless fired upon - but if they mean to have war, let it begin here."

And indeed it did. The famous shot that was heard
'round the world rang out on the Lexington Battle
Green. To this day, nobody knows which side
fired first -- but the war was on!
Prof. David Goss of Gordon College said, "We
were up against one of the most powerful nations
in the world, certainly the superpower of Europe.
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From the Pulpit to the Battlefield
When the battle at Lexington was over, two British soldiers were injured
and eight MinuteMen were dead. Their bodies are buried on the Battle
Green underneath a war monument.

The words on the monument could not be more patriotic. They say: "On
April 19, 1775, the die was cast!! The blood of the martyrs, in the cause
of God and their country, was the cement of the Union of these states,
then colonies." It goes on to say that "they nobly dared to be free, and the
peace, liberty and independence of the United States of America was their
glorious reward!"

"Almost all of the MinuteMen were Christians, that's the first thing we
need to understand," said Tom Barrett, editor and publisher of
Conservativetruth.org. "They believed that all authority was subject to the
authority of God, and they knew they were doing the will of God by fighting oppression. They realized that the British had abused their authority
and really enslaved the Colonists. And they knew that if they didn't fight
the oppressors, no one else would."

There were many other influential clergy involved in the Revolutionary
War, including Lutheran Rev. John Peter Muhlenberg of Woodstock,
Virginia.

Before marching off to join George Washington's army, at Washington's
request, Muhlenberg delivered a powerful sermon from Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
that concluded with these words:

"The Bible tells us there is a time for all things, and there is a time to
preach and a time to pray -- but the time for me to preach has passed
away, and there is a time to fight, and that time has come now. Now is the
time to fight!"

Barrett said, "With that, he took off his robe to reveal the uniform of a
Virginia Colonel - he then took his musket from behind the pulpit, put on
his Colonel's hat and marched off to lead his men to war!"

Throughout the war, sustaining morale was a real struggle at home. Very
often, the ministers were the ones who were looked to for that purpose.
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Today, many scholars admit that the role of clergy and Christians is downplayed in our nation's text books.

"We're supposed to ignore and pretend that the Christian foundation of
this nation never existed," Barrett said. "And I believe it's our responsibility as Christians to make sure that our children are raised knowing that this
is, was, and always will be a Christian nation. People of other religions
are welcome to live here, but this is a nation founded on the word of God,
and we should never forget that."
Pastor Kirbbie L. Cowart of First Assembly of God said (Aman!)

A New Gospel

Accommodate means to adapt, to make suitable and acceptable, to make
convenient. A gospel of accommodation is creeping into the United
States. It’s an American cultural invention to appease the lifestyle of luxury and pleasure. Primarily a Caucasian, suburban gospel, it’s also in our
major cities and is sweeping the nation, influencing ministers of every
denomination, and giving birth to megachurches with thousands who
come to hear a nonconfronting message. It’s an adaptable gospel that is
spoon-fed through humorous skits, drama, and short, nonabrasive sermonettes on how to cope—called a seeker-friendly or sinner-friendly
gospel.
To begin with, those terms are unscriptural. The gospel of Jesus Christ
has always been confronting—there is no such thing as a friendly gospel
but a friendly grace.

This new gospel is being propagated by bright, young, talented ministers.
They have come upon a formula which states you can go into any town
or city; and if you have the right formula, within a short time you can
raise a megachurch.

If you are a young man and have certain skills, you find those skills and a
part of the city that would best suit you. You move into that area, poll it,
and find out what the nonchurchgoers want:
“You don’t like choirs. Well, would you go to a church that didn’t have a
choir?” Yes.

The Rev. Nathaniel Whitaker of Salem, Massachusetts was one such man.
A so-called "New Light' Presbyterian pastor, he played a significant role
in helping to encourage privateering, the means by which Americans were
able to gain war material when they didn't have factories.

“You don’t like to wear suits. Would you go where it’s informal?” Yes.
Then you go to your computer and design a gospel that will not confront
but will shoot out the desires and the needs of the people. After you have
gathered a handful of people, you keep interviewing them to find out
what they want; then you design your message to help people cope with
their needs. The program you design is intended to make the church comfortable and friendly for all sinners who wish to attend.

The clergy were so influential in the war effort that the British, and those
loyal to the crown, referred to them as the Black Regiment because they
wore black robes.

Paul’s Warning

Prof. Goss explained, "They would capture British merchant vessels on
the high seas and bring those goods home. He -- Whitaker --was instrumental in getting that business up and running. He was also instrumental
in putting together a gun powder manufacturer in Salem to help support
the war effort."

"The king was afraid of the ministers," Barrett said, "because they refused
to acknowledge the divine authority of the King. Their battle-cry was no
king but 'King Jesus.'"
Some go as far as to say if it were not for the pastors and churches of
Colonial America, our land would be a British Colony today.

Barrett said, "The British governor of Massachusetts made the statement
before the Revolution started that if the ministers ever came out in force
to support the Revolution, that the cause would be lost -- in other words,
the British would lose. They knew the power of religious people in this
country."

This gospel is fast becoming the most prosperous and flourishing of all
religious movements. Thousands attend these churches. The pastor is the
CEO, and it becomes a business. They make no bones about it: They are
following Madison Avenue tactics and can make a success of it. Their
formula for quick church growth is cleverly packaged and is being sold
especially to young ministers—those who want to be a part of the big
boys and what’s happening on a fast track. They want it to happen quickly.

Paul warned of the coming of another gospel and another Jesus (2 Corinthians
11:4). He warned the church that it’s really not another gospel but a perversion of
the true gospel of Jesus Christ. If you hear any other gospel, he said, let that preacher be accursed. In other words, no matter how pleasant, how pious, or how sincere,
if the message is not the death of sin through the cross of Jesus Christ, let it be
accursed.
I tremble when I read in the Scriptures that in the last days Satan is going to come
right into the church posing as an angel of light. He’s going to take ministers who,
at one time, had the touch of God, and he’s going to transform them into angels of
light to become his tool of deception. That’s frightening
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Do we look for another?

By: Kirbbie L. Cowart

Matthew 11:1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of
commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to
preach in their cities.
Mat 11:2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ,
he sent two of his disciples,
Mat 11:3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we
look for another?
Mat 11:4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again
those things which ye do hear and see:
Mat 11:5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor
have the gospel preached to them.
Mat 11:6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.
Fulfilled Prophecies

The following prophecies concerning Jesus Christ were given in the Old
Testament during the time frame of approximately 1700 BC - 400 BC.
These prophecies were fulfilled hundreds of years later, during Jesus
Christ’s life on earth. Each of the prophecies listed below are followed in
parentheses by the scripture references for both the prophecy and the fulfillment.

1. He would be born of a Virgin (Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:18).
2. He would be of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10 and Luke 3:23, 33).
3. He would be of King David’s seed (Jeremiah 23:5 and Luke 3:23, 31).
4. He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2 and Matthew 2:1).
5. He would be a prophet (Deuteronomy 18:18-19 and Matthew 21:11).
6. He would teach with parables (Psalms 78:2 and Matthew 13:34).
7. He would be preceded by a messenger (Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1, and
Matthew 3:1-2).
8. He would enter Jerusalem on a colt (Zechariah 9:9 and Luke 19:35-37).
9. He would be betrayed by a friend (Psalms 41:9 and Matthew 26:47-50).
10. He would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12 and
Matthew 26:15).
11. He would be forsaken by His disciples (Zechariah 13:7 and Mark
14:50).
12. The money would be thrown in the temple and used to buy the potter’s
field (Zechariah 11:13 and Matthew 27:5-7).
13. He would be accused by false witnesses (Psalms 35:11 and Matthew
26:59-60).
14. He would be silent before His accusers (Isaiah 53:7 and Matthew
27:12-14).
15. He would be beaten by his enemies (Isaiah 50:6, 53:5, and Matthew
27:26).
16. He would be spit upon and beaten (Isaiah 50:6 and Matthew 27:30).
17. He would be struck in the head with a rod (Micah 5:1 and Matthew
27:30).
18. He would be mocked (Psalms 22:7-8 and Matthew 27:29, 31).
19. His hands and feet would be pierced (Psalms 22:16, Luke 23:33, and
John 20:25).
Note that this was predicted hundreds of years before crucifixion was
invented.
20. Men would gamble for His clothing (Psalms 22:18 and John 19:2324).
21. He would intercede in prayer for His transgressors (Isaiah 53:12 and
Luke 23:34).
22. He would suffer thirst (Psalms 22:15 and John 19:28).
23. He would be offered gall and water (Psalms 69:21 and Matthew
27:34).
24. He would cry, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me!”
(Psalms 22:1 and Matthew 27:46).
25. He would be cut down in His prime (Psalms 89:45 and 102:23-24).
26. None of His bones would be broken (Exodus 12:46, Psalms 34:20, and
John 19:32-33).
27. They would look upon Him whom they had pierced (Zechariah 12:10
and John 19:34).
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28. He would be executed with thieves (Isaiah 53:12 and Matthew 27:38).
29. He would be buried in a rich man’s tomb (Isaiah 53:9 and Matthew
27:57-60).
Note that the majority of these prophecies concern the death of Jesus
Christ and the events surrounding it. This is especially interesting considering the fact that none of Christ’s disciples realized that Jesus Christ was
going to die.

Messiah to come to His temple
The Messiah, being preceded by a messenger (John the Baptist) will suddenly come to His temple. Malachi 3:1 says, “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the
covenant, whom ye delight in ....” The Roman army destroyed Jerusalem
and the temple in 70 AD, and the temple has not yet been rebuilt in all
these 1900 plus years. Many non-Christian Jews have been looking for the
Messiah to appear for centuries. But this passage makes it clear that the
arrival of the Messiah could not have taken place between 70 AD and the
present.

Daniel’s Prophecy of the 70 Weeks
While the prophet Daniel was captive in Babylon in about 538 BC, God
revealed the prophecy of Israel’s 70 weeks to him in Daniel 9:24-26.
“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people (Israel) and upon thy
holy city (Jerusalem), to finish the transgression, and to make an end of
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the
most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of
the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah
the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And
after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off (killed), but not
for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the
city (Jerusalem) and the sanctuary (the temple) ....” In this prophecy, the
following sequence of events are revealed.
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SATAN IN THE CHURCH
Part 2

Vision of a False Jesus

A number of years ago I was called to a mental ward at the Methodist
Hospital in Houston, Texas to pray for a woman who was tormented with
visions of scorpions, snakes, spiders and every kind of creeping creatures.
She saw these creatures floating in the air around her. A number of different ministers had already prayed for her, but she had received no help.
When I visited with her one Sunday afternoon she described to me what
the creatures looked like and how they seemed to float in the air all
around her. She said, “Brother Surface, they would drive me completely
out of my mind if it wasn’t for the face of Jesus! Every time they come, the
face of Jesus appears right in the midst of them. He smiles at me and I
just love it when Jesus smiles at me.”
I questioned her about what the face of Jesus looked like. She said
that he looked just like the face she had seen on the screen door in
Port Neches, Texas. This was during the time of the phenomenon of
the face of Jesus, which thousands of people claimed to see on a
screen door. This lady had driven to Port Neches several times just
to see the face on the screen door. She believed it was Jesus, and
she said she had loved it when the face smiled at her.
I said to her, “Sister, you’ve got to understand, that face is not
Jesus! The reason you have not been set free from the visions of the
spiders, scorpions, and snakes, is because you hold to the vision of the
face of Jesus that is among them. In fact, you have held to the stronghold,
to the chief of the devils because you thought it was Jesus.” I told her to
repent and ask God to forgive her for making the trip to see the phenomenon. I told her if she would reject the “face of Jesus” while I rebuked the
unclean spirits in the name of Jesus Christ, she would go free. She agreed,
and when we prayed a simple prayer, she was instantly delivered, never to
be tormented again. She had to understand that the face she loved and
worshiped was not Jesus Christ.
Imaginations and visualization are doctrines of many in the modern
church just as they were in the time of Ezekiel. In his day, the people
burned incense to their images of God, but it was not God. All these
things were abominations, and they were the reason Jerusalem and the
temple would soon be destroyed. Mental imagery and visualization have
become doctrines in the modern apostate church. Abominations! Such
things are not in the word of God! If you can’t find the apostles of Jesus
Christ doing it, then don’t do it. Those teachings are simply not in the
bible. It is only false teachers and those who are deceived by them that
teach such things. It doesn’t matter who they are or how large their church
is, they are liars and deceivers. God said, “Ezekiel, have you seen this? I
will show you worse things than this.”
Ezekiel 8:14-15: “Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the
LORD’S house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women
weeping for Tammuz. Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son
of man?”
Ezekiel 8:16-17: “And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD’S
house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the
porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs
toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they
worshipped the sun toward the east. Then he said unto me, Hast thou
seen this, O son of man?”
“Have you seen this?” These are “abominations that bring desolation.”
These were the reason God called the armies of Babylon down to destroy
His city and His temple. These are the reason that God’s judgment is
coming to this generation. The apostle Peter said in his epistle, “…the
time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God” (I Peter
4:17).
In the ninth chapter of Ezekiel, God called for six destroying angels to
come their swords at their side. One had a writer’s inkhorn, and God told
him to go through the streets of the city to search and find everyone that
“sighs and cries” because of the abominations, and “set a mark (Hebrew;
signature) upon their forehead” (Ezekiel 9:4). When the angel found one
that was grieved over the abominations that were done in the city and the
temple, he put God’s “signature” on their forehead. I believe God is
searching today for those who are grieved because of the abominations in
the churches. There are those who weep and mourn before God because of
the sins of this generation of the church. You can’t go hide in a corner and
say that it doesn’t exist. Don’t be “willingly ignorant (II Peter 3:5)” of
the spiritual condition of the churches. Don’t close your eyes to it and say
as many do, “I’m just going to love them anyway.” If God has not called
you to blow the trumpet
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as He has me, then you can at least get to an altar to weep and mourn
because of the filth that is in the churches today.
After the righteous people in Jerusalem were marked with His “signature,” God commanded the destroyers to “Go ye after him through the
city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity” (Ezekiel 9:5).
Did God really say that? Yes He did! He continued to say, “Slay utterly
old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not
near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary”
(Ezekiel 9:6). This is the time where it pays to be real with God. This is
where it pays to know what you have believed and whom you have trusted. God told the destroyers to start at the house of God. That’s where the
abominations were committed. So they slew the seventy elders of Israel
first, because judgment must begin at the house of God (I Peter 4:17). The
apostle Peter questions, “If the righteous scarcely be saved, wherein do
the ungodly and sinners appear?” What hope is there for a lost world
when the house of God is filled with idols and filth as in this day?

The “Man of Sin” in the Church

II Thessalonians 2:3-4: “Let no man deceive you by any means:
for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that
is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God.”
Paul tells us clearly that Jesus will not return until the man of sin
is revealed. Even now, however, God is calling His people to separate from the unclean thing (II Corinthians 6:17), in preparation for the
soon coming of Jesus Christ. Many people are deceived, and actually
don’t know what to “separate from.” That is what the “revealing of the
man of sin” is about. The man of sin must be uncovered. He is even now
in the “temple of God,” and he has been there for generations. His work
has been in the church itself from the beginning of the church age.
Someone may ask, “How can you verify this?” Paul said “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work” (II Thessalonians 2:7). He told the
elders of the church at Ephesus, “…after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them” (Acts 20:29-30). Paul said the wolves would come after the sheep
“after my departure.” He later wrote a letter to the Corinthian church to
warn them of false teachers, false apostles, and false prophets that were
working among them at that time. He told them, “Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light, therefore it is no great thing if his ministers
also be transformed as ministers of righteousness” (II Corinthians 11:1415). If these false ministers of false doctrines were in the church in the
apostle’s day, who put them out? Jude said that corrupt men had entered
the church “…unawares …turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness” (Jude 1:4). If they entered then, who put them out, and when did
they do it?

Anti-Christ in the Church

The only person in the Bible that warned us about “anti-Christ” was the
Apostle John. It should be noticed that the term “The Anti-Christ” is
never used in the bible (KJV). In each of the three places John mentioned
anti-Christ, he speaks of either the “spirit of antichrist,” or the “many
antichrists,” which he designated as false teachers, false prophets, and
deceivers. In John’s first mention of anti-Christ, he called them “seducers” whose sole purpose was to “seduce” the children of God and turn
them from Jesus Christ.
I John 2:22: “Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ?
He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.”
I John 2:15-18: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever. Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard
that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby
we know that it is the last time.”
Notice that John says, “You’ve heard that antichrist cometh, even now
there are many antichrists.” Who were these “antichrists” who came into
the first generation church?
I John 2:19: “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they
had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went
out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.”
I John 2:26: “These things have I written unto you concerning them that
seduce you.”
The antichrists are the seducers. They are the ones who come with
See Page 6
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SATAN IN THE CHURCH
By: Leory Surface
Part 2

“seducing spirits and doctrines of devils” to seduce the people, and especially the young Christians. The second time antichrist is mentioned is in
the fourth chapter of I John.
I John 4:1-3: “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into
the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is
that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and
even now already is it in the world.”

This is the second time John told the people, “You’ve heard that antichrist
is coming, but he is already here.” Nineteen hundred years later we are
still hearing that antichrist is coming, but “he is already here.” This is
what Paul means when he says “The mystery of iniquity doeth already
work” (II Thessalonians 2:7). Antichrist is the spirit of Satan that works in
and through those who are deceived by him. Those who are deceived are
the “many antichrists” John told us about. Antichrist was working in the
first century church; he was working in the church of the dark ages; he
found a place to work in the reformation; he is still working today, deceiving many. That pretty much covers what the bible actually teaches about
antichrist. He has been doing his work for over nineteen hundred years, so
deceptively that most people do not believe he has yet come. We have
been waiting for him to arise, but God is getting ready to reveal where he
is.

How You Can Know Them

I John 4:4-6: “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them
(the antichrists): because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the
world. They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the
world heareth them. We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he
that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and
the spirit of error.”
John said the false prophets and antichrists are “of the world;” they
“speak of the world and the world hears them.” This is the reason so
many preachers are reaching “superstar” status. They are “of the world
and the world hears them.” It is also the reason millions of worldly people are getting very religious in this generation. The world has not fallen
in love with the Jesus Christ of the Bible; they are “in love” with the
“things of the world” that the false teachers promise to them.
When Saul of Tarsus saw Jesus for the first time, what he saw in Him was
such that he willingly “suffered the loss of all things” and counted it all to
be nothing but refuse in order that he might “win Christ” (Philippians
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3:8). Nothing else mattered if he could only “be found in Christ,” possessing “the righteousness which is of God through faith” (Philippians
3:9). Paul’s greatest desire was “to know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable to
His death.” That is not the “Jesus” that millions of people are in love
with today. They’re in love with a “Jesus” who says, “If you’ll worship
me, you can have the kingdoms of this world and the glory thereof.” That
“Jesus” is the same devil that came to Jesus Christ, the Son of the living
God, and said to Him, “All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down
and worship me” (Matthew 4:9).

The last place antichrist is mentioned in the Bible is in II John 2:7; “For
many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.” These
are the only three places antichrist is mentioned in the entire bible. Search
the scriptures for yourself. Get your concordance, and see if you can find
antichrist mentioned in any other place. He is always seeking a place in
the Church! He is always seeking to seduce God’s people with his lies and
deception.
The original apostles resisted the working of antichrist in the church until
they were taken out of the way. After their departure, the spirit of
antichrist flooded into the churches. Within four hundred years, the church
became an apostate church, with an earthly ruler that dictated the consciences of the people and executed the death sentence in most horrible
ways upon those who would not humble themselves before him. You
know that Jesus Christ would have never had people burned at the stake,
sawn asunder or beheaded, but the “church” of the dark ages did all those
things for over a thousand years. Why did this happen? Because Satan
was in the church. He was “…as God, sitting in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God” (II Thessalonians 2:4). Who put him out?
Men like Martin Luther gave him a deadly wound in the reformation, but
today that “deadly wound” has been healed, and antichrist is once more
seated in the church.

Josiah and the Book

In the twenty-second chapter of II Kings, an eight year old child named
Josiah became king of Judah. In the eighteenth year of his reign, he sent
workmen in to repair the temple that had fallen waste. One of the workmen discovered a book that he did not recognize and brought the book to
be examined by the high priest. The priest said, “This is none other than
the book of the law.” The high priest took the book and gave it to the
king’s scribe, Shaphan, who in turn read it to King Josiah. What was the
book? It was the word of God that had been lost for many years in the
filth that filled the temple.
Jerusalem was a very religious city. There were priests that ministered
daily in the temple, and there were prophets that prophesied, but they didn’t have the book! Revelation 19:12-13 tells us something about the second coming of Jesus Christ; “…and he had a name written, that no man
knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
and his name is called The Word of God.” Is he telling us that when He
comes, though it will be a very religious age, no one will know the book,
or the Word of God? That was the exact condition in Josiah’s day. The
prophets were prophesying, but they didn’t have the book. The priests
were ministering, but they didn’t have the book. When the king heard the
words that were in the book, he tore his clothes in sorrow. He recognized
the grave danger the nation was in when he heard the words of the book.
He called the high priest and the scribes together. He told them, “Great is
the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us, because our fathers
have not hearkened unto the words of this book” (II Kings 22:13). Now
that’s not very popular. The young king instructed the high priest, who
should have known, about the wrath to come because of the sayings that
were in the book. Josiah the king was just twenty six years old when he
heard the book for the first time, weeping all the while before God. He
knew that the prophets were prophesying falsely after he heard the book.
He knew the priests were ministering lies, after he heard the book. He
inquired of God, “What shall we do?”
SEE PAGE 7
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II Kings 22:16-17: “Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon
this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the words of the
book which the king of Judah hath read: Because they have forsaken me,
and have burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke
me to anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath
shall be kindled against this place, and shall not be quenched.”
Now notice God’s message to Josiah.
II Kings 22:19-20: “Because thine heart was tender, and thou
hast humbled thyself before the LORD, when thou heardest what
I spake against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof,
that they should become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent
thy clothes, and wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith the
LORD. Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and
thou shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace; and thine eyes
shall not see all the evil which I will bring upon this place. And they
brought the king word again.”
God is proclaiming His word to the church. He spoke to one prophet and
said, “I’m going to give you a word to speak that will cause the ears of
every man that hears it to tingle.” God is speaking this word today to
return the church back to the “book.” He is turning the people to seek
God for themselves, to humble themselves before God, and to repent of
their religiosity. This is the call of God to the people of God to separate
themselves as He said in the Revelation;
Revelation 18:4-5: “And I heard another voice from heaven, saying,
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and
that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.”

Vision of God Sweeping the Church

I heard the voice of the Lord in a night vision saying, “You have heard in
times past that you would remain in the churches of your origin, in the
churches where you were not fed, in the churches of the immoral and the
unclean. You’ll no longer say this saying, for thus sayeth God, as a man
doth wash a garment, I am going to wash my people out from the churches of the unclean. I am going to cleanse them and purify them. I am going
to thresh them out and sift them out. As a woman doth sweep with a
broom, I am going to sweep and I am going to find my people and get
them out from the unclean.”
As the Lord spoke of the woman sweeping with a broom, I could see the
woman in the fifteenth chapter of Luke as she lit a candle and swept her
house looking for the lost gold coin. She swept until she found it and
rejoiced over it. In the vision, I saw the Lord sweeping His house, finding
His people and rejoicing to get them out of the filth and the uncleanness
that has come into the churches. He said, “When I have finished sweeping,
in the unclean churches there will be nothing but uncleanness from the top
to the bottom, from the pulpit to the pew, from the preacher to the janitor.”

Call to Separation

I know that God is calling His people out from the uncleanness and false
doctrines of the modern church; out and away from the “seducing spirits”
that entice the people through the lust of the flesh, the lusts of the eye, and
the pride of life. God is gathering His people as He did in the day of
Moses. In that day, every man who sought the Lord went outside the camp
to the tabernacle, which was in the wilderness. Inside the camp, even
though Moses had destroyed the golden calf, the people continued to corrupt themselves.
God will not accept a corrupt religion. He had told the children of Israel,
“If ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: And
ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation” (Exodus
19:5-6). God’s plan for His people was that every one of them would be a
priest unto God. Every person in a “kingdom of priest” would have been
like Moses, who entered into the presence of God and talked with God as
to a man. Less than two months after hearing the voice of God, they were
worshipping a golden calf. They had refused to hear the voice of God,
had broken the covenant of God, and they had rejected God Himself. They
lost the wonderful promise and blessing of God because they would not
even listen to His voice.
Many people in this generation have closed their ears to the voice of the
Lord. They have become followers of men and doctrines of the flesh.
They are making idols of men and literally becoming worshippers of
angels and of men because they do not want to hear from God for themselves. God is calling His people to separate from this.

Needed! Faithful Watchmen

Isaiah 56:9-12: “All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all ye
beasts in the forest. His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they
are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to
slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and
they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own
way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, say they, I will

fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow
shall be as this day, and much more abundant.”
What an incredible scripture this is, as God calls for the beasts of the field
to come and devour. It speaks of demons and unclean spirits that have
come into the land because the watchmen are blind. They are like “dumb
dogs” that cannot bark. They minister only for their own selfish gain.
This passage describes so much of the ministry of this generation. The
reason that seducing spirits and doctrines of devils have been able to enter
the church is because the watchmen are blind.
The watchmen are the ones God sets to watch on the wall and blow
the trumpet when they see the enemy approaching. They have failed
in their duty, and the enemy has come in while the watchmen were
asleep. He said that others are like dumb dogs that are afraid to
bark; “…sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.” A watchdog that
is afraid to bark isn’t worth anything. He will see the thief come in,
but can only tremble and lick the hands of the thief, because he is
afraid.
I would rather be a blind watchman than the one that is afraid to bark. But
since I can see, I am going to bark. God has given me spiritual eyes to see
when the enemy is coming in and what he is doing. Several years ago a
world famous preacher called me a “barking dog” on his national radio
broadcast, but I must cry aloud and spare not. I must blow the trumpet and
sound an alarm in Zion. I must do these things because if I can see the
enemy that is invading the churches and do not cry aloud, I am become a
dumb dog that cannot bark.
This scripture also speaks of the shepherds, which would speak of the pastors. He called them “shepherds that cannot understand.” They “look to
their own way, every one to his gain.” These shepherds are forever thinking, “How can I get more money out of this congregation?” They are
afraid to sound an alarm or preach the truth because someone who gives a
sizable check each week may get upset. That is just another reason that
demons and unclean spirits are able to enter the churches.

Conclusion

I love you, therefore, I will tell you the truth. The scriptures of the prophets
warn of those who “…with their mouth they shew much love, but their heart
goeth after their covetousness” (Ezekiel 33:31). The true prophets of God
described our generation perfectly when they prophesied against the false
prophets and shepherds of their generation.

Ezekiel 34:2-3: “Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves!
should not the shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with
the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock.”

Zechariah 11:5: “…they that sell them say, Blessed be the LORD; for I am
rich: and their own shepherds pity them not.”

The apostle Paul said that before Jesus comes, the man of sin is going to be
uncovered and exposed. Where is he going to be found? He will be in the temple of God, not a man, but another spirit dwelling in man, shewing himself to
be God.

We can take hope because Jesus told us, “…when these things begin to come
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth
nigh” (Luke 21:28). God is seeking His people, finding His people, calling
them out of the unclean and marking them as His own. It is time to turn to the
Lord with all your heart. Find an altar! It doesn’t matter where the altar is, but
pour your heart out before God and shed some tears before Him for the condition of the church in this generation. God has promised in the day of His
vengeance to “…appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the
LORD, that he might be glorified” (Isaiah 61:3). A better day is coming for
those who have wept in the altar of God over the abominations in the house of
God. Take these words to heart and ask God about them.
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The Story of Two Men

By: Kirbbie L.Cowart

1. The Man that religion freed

Barabbas
Luke 23:18-19
And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man, and release
unto us Barabbas: [19] (Who for a certain sedition made in the city, and
for murder, was cast into prison.)

Luke 23:20-22
Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them. [21] But
they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. [22] And he said unto them
the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I have found no cause of
death in him: I will therefore chastise him, and let him go.

Barabbas was a troublemaker.
He was a murder.
He was a man of anger, and rage.
He was a type that would fight or kill in a heartbeat; you did not want to
cross him.

Now religion has freed him! Now he feels good
about his lifestyle. He says to himself I am ok; people like me.

But his wife and kids can’t stand him they know
what kind of man he is. He slaps his wife gives her
a cussing all the time. You can’t stand to be around
him because of the smell of alcohol would knock
you down. He is religious now even the chief priest
and scribes pat him on the back telling what a good
man and father he is.

He just needs to take some anger management courses to help with acts
of rage. And go to AA to help with his alcohol problem. After all he feels
good about himself now that the church has accepted him. He can work
on himself and become a better man and Dad.

On the inside he knows he’s a slave he can’t be free of the anger and rage
that can pop up at any time. He knows he’s not free but religion has freed
him.

nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding. [12] And all the
devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter
into them. [13] And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean
spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently
down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were
choked in the sea.
Now Jesus has Freed Him.

He’s clothed and in his right mind.
He’s going home to his wife and family and friends to tell them what
great thing God has don for him.
He’s Free to love, Free to live with wife and family.
He’s Free from the oppression He’s happy! He’s hears the birds singing.
He’s Free from marking and cutting his body.
He’s Free from all the voices in his head telling him he will never be able
to change because Jesus has made Him Free.
Religion don’t like him and fear him.
His Wife and children love him.

Mark 5:15
And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil,
and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they
were afraid.

Mark 5:18-20
And when he was come into the ship, he that had
been possessed with the devil prayed him that he
might be with him. [19] Howbeit Jesus suffered him
not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends,
and tell them how great things the Lord hath
done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.
[20] And he departed, and began to publish in
Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him:
and all men did marvel.

Dad you to can be made FREE!
Jesus is waiting for you to run to him just like the man name Legion he
ran to Jesus that day and was made FREE!
You may not be possessed with the devil like he was but if you are a sinner and you know you are then you are a slave to Satan just like this man
call Legion was. But you too can have the same Freedom he found in
Jesus Christ so come today to Jesus for a new life in Christ.

2. The Man name Legion that Jesus made Free.

Mark 5:1-5
And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of
the Gadarenes. [2] And when he was come out of the ship, immediately
there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, [3] Who had
his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with
chains: [4] Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains,
and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in
pieces: neither could any man tame him. [5] And always, night and day,
he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself
with stones.
The Man Legion

He was full of unclean spirits.
No man could bind him, no, not with chains
A man of anger and rage.
He could not live with his wife or family because of unclean spirits.

Mark 5:6-13
But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, [7] And
cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou
Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me
not. [8] For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.
[9] And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My
name is Legion: for we are many. [10] And he besought him much that he
would not send them away out of the country. [11] Now there was there
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