Many people are looking for THINGS!
Anything to get their mind off of LIFE!
Anything that will make them HAPPY! Girls!
Boys! Money, Sex, Fun, Fun, More,
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LUKE 2:8- 20
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.
And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
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John 15:16: “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he
may give it you.”

Five chapters in the gospel of John, chapters thirteen through seventeen, are
dedicated to giving us an inside view of what took place at the last supper
in the last full day of Jesus’ life with His disciples. The apostle John, who
was the “beloved disciple” to Jesus, tells us of things that were said and
done in secret, and in so doing gives us a true and honest account of the state
of affairs among the disciples the day before Jesus died on the cross. Things
were not all that good. It is easy for us to take the view that this was a
blessed and sacred time between Jesus and His chosen apostles in which
Jesus prepared them for the event of His death by crucifixion. It is true that
several of the most wonderful teachings were given during this several hour
period on the last full day of His life, but interwoven in chapters thirteen
through sixteen is evidence that things were not as they should have been
among the chosen few. This is the basis for the words of Jesus, “Ye have
not chosen me, but I have chosen you….”

One of the “Chosen Disciples” will betray Jesus

The words “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you” are commonly
quoted to support the doctrine of predestination and selection. I have heard
people rejoice in testimony services, “I didn’t choose Him, He chose me,”
as though to say, “I am predestined! I can’t miss heaven regardless of what
I do.” Even if the doctrine of predestination as taught by Calvin were true,
this is not the meaning of the words Jesus spoke to His disciples that day.
A companion verse is John 6:70; “Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen
you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” Jesus chose Judas Iscariot! He was
the disciple that betrayed Him and sold Him into the hands of His enemies
for thirty pieces of silver, yet Jesus had chosen Judas to be His apostle, and
sent him to preach his gospel. The problem with Judas was, though Jesus
had chosen him, he never “chose Jesus,” and though he had walked with
Jesus for three years as a trusted disciple, the one who “carried the bag”
(Judas took care of the money), yet he who was “chosen to be an apostle”
was, in the end, “the son of perdition.”

It was during the last supper, after He had offered the Passover sacraments,
and after He had risen from the table to wash His disciples feet, that Jesus
sat down to finish the feast and exhort them to serve one another just as He
had served them. As He was speaking the scripture says that He became
“troubled in spirit.”
John 13:21: “When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray
me.”
In Matthew’s gospel we learn a little more about this same event:

Matthew 26:21-22: “And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you,
that one of you shall betray me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and
began every one of them to say unto him, LORD, IS IT I?”

What an incredible turn of events this is! Jesus is troubled because He
knows that one of His chosen apostles is going to betray Him, and He knew
who it will be, but every one of His chosen apostles asked Him, “Lord, is it
I?” Not everything is as it should be if Peter, John, James, and the rest of
the twelve are wondering about themselves. How can this be? By this we
know that Satan had secretly spoken to every one of them, enticing them to
betray Jesus. I remember the words of Jesus to Peter, as recorded in the
gospel of Luke:

Luke 22:31-32: “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath
desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for
continued on page 3
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CONGRESS DECLARES BIBLE
"THE WORD OF GOD"

PUBLIC LAW 97-280 OCT. 4, 1982
Public Law 97-280
96 STAT. 1211
97th Congress

Joint Resolution
Authorizing and requesting the President to proclaim 1983 as
The "Year of the Bible"

Whereas the Bible, the Word of God, has made a unique contribution in shaping the United States as a distinctive and
blessed nation and people;

Whereas deeply held religious convictions springing from the
Holy Scriptures led to the early settlement of our Nation;

Whereas Biblical teachings inspired concepts of civil government that are contained in our Declaration of Independence and
the Constitution of the United States;

Whereas many of our great national leaders-among them
Presidents Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, and Wilson-paid tribute to the surpassing influence of the Bible in our country's
development, as in the words of President Jackson that the
Bible is "the rock on which our Republic rests";

Whereas the history of our Nation clearly illustrates the value
of voluntarily applying the teachings of the Scriptures in the
lives of individuals, families, and societies;
Whereas this Nation now faces great challenges that will test
this Nation as it has never been tested before; and

Whereas that renewing our knowledge of and faith in God
through Holy Scripture can strengthen us as a nation and a people: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the
President is authorized and requested to designate 1983 as a
national "Year of the Bible" in recognition of both the formative influence the Bible has been for our Nation, and our
national need to study and apply the teachings of the Holy
Scriptures.
Approved October 4, 1982
Luke 2:9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they
were sore afraid.
Luke 2:10 And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people.
Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.
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John Hanson, American Patriot and First
President of the United States
(1715-1783)

thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy
brethren.”

Satan desired to have Peter. Peter was the natural leader among the disciples of Jesus. He was the outspoken one that everyone knew and respected. He was also the one Satan had chosen to betray Jesus. Judas Iscariot
was not “predestined” from eternity past to betray Jesus; he betrayed Jesus
only because he chose to be the one, and Jesus knew it. Judas was not “possessed by the devil” when Jesus chose him to be an apostle. The scripture
tells us the very moment when it was sealed that Judas would be the traitor.
John 13:23-27: “Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved (John was speaking of himself). Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom he spake.
He then lying on Jesus’ breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? Jesus
answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And
when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.
And AFTER THE SOP Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him,
That thou doest, do quickly.

Some would erroneously believe that Jesus “chose” Judas to betray Him.
Not so, because, as Peter would later tell us, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance” (II Peter 3:9). Satan had desired Peter and had tempted each of
the disciples, but Judas was the only one among them that was willing to
betray Jesus. Certainly it came out of his lust for money. Only days before
the other disciples had suspicions that Judas was stealing from the money
bag for his own purposes (John 12:3-6).

One of the “Chosen Disciples” will deny Jesus

John 13:37: “Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I
will lay down my life for thy sake. Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down
thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow,
till thou hast denied me thrice.”

Luke’s gospel tells us a little more about this sad incident with Peter. Jesus
had said to Peter, “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as
wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art
converted, strengthen thy brethren.” This seems to be an affront to Peter,
an open and public rebuke from Jesus. First Jesus tells him before them all,
“Peter, Satan has desired you, but I have prayed for you.” In Peter’s boldness and self confidence it is almost an insult to think that he needs prayers,
even those of Jesus. Then to hear Jesus say, “When thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren:” has not Peter already established himself as a
leader among the disciples? What does Jesus mean, “When thou art converted?”

I have seen those who believe they are very spiritual get upset when someone tells them, “I am praying for you.” Peter was not far from that point in
his self confidence that day. He responded to Jesus with words of reassurance that he is okay; that he is converted, dedicated, and faithful to Jesus.
“Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death” (Luke
22:33). Jesus then tells Peter directly, “I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not
crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me”
(Luke 22:34).

Matthew reveals a little more of this discourse between Jesus and Peter. In
his self confidence, Peter did not believe the things Jesus said he would do.

Matthew 26:34-35: “Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this
night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. Peter said unto him,
Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee.”

What a horrible mess we make of things when we think we know ourselves
better than Jesus knows us; when we have such great confidence because of
continued on page 6

He was the heir of one of the greatest family traditions in the colonies
and became the patriarch of a long line of American patriots – his
great-grandfather died at Lutzen beside the great King Gustavus
Aldophus of Sweden; his grandfather was one of the founders of
New Sweden along the Delaware River in Maryland; one of his
nephews was the military secretary to George Washington; another
was a signer of the Declaration; still another was a signer of the
Constitution; yet another was Governor of Maryland during the
Revolution; and still another was a member of the first Congress; two
sons were killed in action with the Continental Army; a grandson
served as a member of Congress under the new Constitution; and
another grandson was a Maryland Senator. Thus, even if Hanson
had not served as President himself, he would have greatly contributed to the life of the nation through his ancestry and progeny.

As a youngster he began a self-guided reading of classics and rather
quickly became an acknowledged expert in the juridicalism of
Anselm and the practical philosophy of Seneca – both of which were
influential in the development of the political philosophy of the great
leaders of the Reformation. It was based upon these legal and theological studies that the young planter – his farm, Mulberry Grove was
just across the Potomac from Mount Vernon – began to espouse the
cause of the patriots.

In 1775 he was elected to the Provincial Legislature of Maryland.
Then in 1777, he became a member of Congress where he distinguished himself as a brilliant administrator. Thus, he was elected
President in 1781. Was John Hanson the first President of the United
States?

The new country was actually formed on March 1, 1781 with the
adoption of The Articles of Confederation. This document was actually proposed on June 11, 1776, but not agreed upon by Congress
until November 15, 1777. Maryland refused to sign this document
until Virginia and New York ceded their western lands (Maryland was
afraid that these states would gain too much power in the new government from such large amounts of land). Once the signing took
place in 1781, a President was needed to run the country. John
Hanson was chosen unanimously by Congress (which included
George Washington). In fact, all the other potential candidates
refused to run against him, as he was a major player in the
Revolution and an extremely influential member of Congress.
continued on page 4
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CHRISTMAS TIME IN THE
APPALACHIAN MOUNTAINS

Oh the joy and simplicity of Christmas growing
up in the mountains of Southeastern Kentucky.
As a very young girl, I remember walking up
the mountain to our little church, the silvery
moon casting a beautiful light on the snowcovered ground.

The nativity play was the highlight of the
Christmas season. We girls all hoped to be
chosen to play Mary, the blessed Mother of baby Jesus. The poor
shepherds were the precious mountain boys. Behind the bed sheets
pinned to a wire was the beautiful manger scene, with hay for the
baby Jesus to sleep on. How quiet and reverent were all the little
mountain children, watching as the story of Jesus' birth was told.

The poor came down from all around because of the little brown
paper bags (called "pokes") each child would receive after the play.
The old deacons, full of love, stood on each side of the front door of
the church with the treats in wash tubs. As we all headed for home
with our pokes filled with peppermint candy stick, apple, orange and
mixed nuts, the snow covered path back down the mountain was full
of joy and it seemed to us the precious baby Jesus, our dear Savior,
really came to see us especially. I believe He did because we felt
His presence everywhere. There was rarely a store bought gift in
anyone's home, but the Greatest Gift came to us.

In the homes of many of the old saints, Christmas dinner consisted
of Chicken and Dumplings, Shuck Beans, Corn Bread, Homemade
Butter, and for dessert, Homemade Stack Cake- about eight thin layers baked in an iron skillet with molasses and ginger, with applesauce or dried apples between each layer. Neighbors are welcome,
heads were bowed and humble table grace was offered up to the
Lord.
I wish every child in this age of materialism could go back to those
days long ago and really know the TRUE joy of Christmas; go back
to those wonderful years when "In God We Trust" was a reality for
America.

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9:6)
REJOICE!! Every day is Christmas for those who love Jesus!
Have a blessed Christmas,
His Handmaiden,
Sis. Betty Jean Robinson
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As the first President, Hanson had quite the shoes to fill. No one had
ever been President and the role was poorly defined. His actions in
office would set precedent for all future Presidents. He took office
just as the Revolutionary War ended. Almost immediately, the troops
demanded to be paid. As would be expected after any long war, there
were no funds to meet the salaries. As a result, the soldiers threatened to overthrow the new government and put Washington on the
throne as a monarch. All the members of Congress ran for their lives,
leaving Hanson running the government. He somehow managed to
calm the troops and hold the country together. If he had failed, the
government would have fallen almost immediately and everyone
would have been bowing to King Washington.

Hanson, as President, ordered all foreign troops off American soil, as
well as the removal of all foreign flags. This was quite a feat, considering the fact that so many European countries had a stake in the
United States since the days following Columbus. Hanson established the Great Seal of the United States, which all Presidents have
since been required to use on all official documents. President
Hanson also established the first Treasury Department, the first
Secretary of War, and the first Foreign Affairs Department. Lastly, he
declared that the fourth Thursday of every November was to be
Thanksgiving Day, which is still true today.

The Articles of Confederation only allowed a President to serve a
one-year term during any three-year period, so Hanson actually
accomplished quite a bit in such little time. He served in that office
from November 5, 1781 until November 3, 1782. He was the first
President to serve a full term after the full ratification of the Articles
of Confederation – and like so many of the Southern and New
England Founders, he was strongly opposed to the Constitution
when it was first discussed. He remained a confirmed anti-federalist
until his untimely death.

Six other presidents were elected after him - Elias Boudinot (1783),
Thomas Mifflin (1784), Richard Henry Lee (1785), Nathan Gorman
(1786), Arthur St. Clair (1787), and Cyrus Griffin (1788) - all prior to
Washington taking office. Why don't we ever hear about the first
seven Presidents of the United States? It's quite simple - The Articles
of Confederation didn't work well. The individual states had too much
power and nothing could be agreed upon. A new doctrine needed to
be written - something we know as the Constitution.
George Washington was definitely not the first President of the
United States. He was the first President of the United States under
the Constitution we follow today. And the first seven Presidents are
forgotten in history.

John_14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
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Did you know that you can read the Shepherds Voice
Paper on our Church Web-Site, and that you can hear
singing and preaching on our site.

www.colmesneilfirstaog.com
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People are from around the world are going on our
church web-site.

We believe in getting out side
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building to reach the lost.
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These are the Countries that people have got on our Web Site
And All over the United State
Brazil
Italy
Venezuela
Philippines
Spain
Ecuador
Colombia
India
Bolivia

Argentina
Peru
Tunisia
Thailand
Sweden
Mexico
Malta
Chile
Australia
El Salvador

First Assembly of God
P.O. Box 496
Colmesneil, Texas 75938

Service Time

Sunday -10:30 A.M..
Sunday - 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Night - 6:00 P.M.

Wednesday Night is our “Advance Christian Development”

You can read the Shepherds Voice on our church web-site at

www.colmesneilfirst aog.com

Pastor Kirbbie L. Cowart 409-837-5706 or cell 832-401-5773

We are looking for Gods Lost Sheep
Homebound
Teams

These Homebound
Team members will
come to you, Will
pray with you for
you or just visit with
you. They will help
you any way they
can. You don’t have
to be lonely they are
here just to help.

Colmesneil First Assembly of God
Homebound Minisrty Team’s Members
409-837-5773 OR 823-401-5773

Hear The Shepherd’s Voice

Page 6

.....and the sheep hear his voice: .. John 10:3

Choosing Jesus
from page 3

“who we are” instead of “who Christ is.” The apostle Matthew gives the
best blow by blow account of Peter during the night of Jesus’ trial before the
high priest.

Matthew 26:69-70: “Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel
came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. But he denied
before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest.”

This was Peter’s first denial, a simple sidestepping of the issue. “I don’t
know what you are talking about.”

Matthew 26:71-72: “And when he was gone out into the porch, another
maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, ‘This fellow was also
with Jesus of Nazareth.’ And again he denied with an oath, ‘I do not know
the man’.”

Notice the second time Peter denied Jesus, did not simply sidestep the issue,
but he flatly denied knowing Him and he backed it up with an oath. “I
swear to you, I do not know the man.”

Matthew 26:73-74: “And after a while came unto him they that stood by,
and said to Peter, ‘Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech
bewrayeth thee.’ Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, ‘I know not
the man.’ And immediately the cock crew.”

Jesus had told Peter that he would deny Him three times before the rooster
crowed in the morning. In the heat of the moment, Peter did not recall the
words of Jesus. In the heat of a great trial, especially when a person fears
for their life, they cannot remember the “commands” that were given to us.
If they are not “written in our hearts” as the nature that God gives to His
children in the covenant of grace, we will do exactly the things that we
boasted we would never do. Peter would not have believed it possible that
he could deny Jesus, but his confidence was in himself and not in Christ.
Peter not only denied Jesus this third time, but he did so with “curses and
swearing.” In plain south Texas language, he began to “cuss” Jesus, swearing before God and man that “I know not the man.”
Matthew 26:75: “And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said
unto him, ‘Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.’ And he went
out, and wept bitterly.”

Two of the “Chosen Disciples”
do not know who Jesus is.

John 14:5-7: “Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou
goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had
known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye
know him, and have seen him.”

Consider Thomas on this last day before Christ would die for us. I’ve often
wondered why Thomas is called “Doubting Thomas” when there is no
record in the scriptures that any of the disciples believed the reports of
Jesus’ resurrection until they saw Him with their own eyes and heard Him
speak. Mark speaks of the general unbelief of the disciples in his gospel;
“Afterward he (Jesus) appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and
upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they
believed not them which had seen him after he was risen” (Mark 16:14).
Thomas was the one that had absolutely refused to believe. He said, upon
hearing the report of Jesus’ resurrection, “Except I shall see in his hands the
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into his side, I will not believe.”

Thomas’s unbelief was much broader than simply not believing in the resurrection. Jesus gave evidence of Thomas’s unbelief at the last supper when
He said to Thomas, “If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father
also.” The Jews believed in the Christ, but they did not believe that Jesus
is the Christ. They also believed that the Christ would be simply a man, the
son of David, but not the Son of God. Thomas followed Jesus because he
believed Jesus to be the Christ, but his doubt and unbelief was centered on
the virgin birth, the Holy Ghost conception, and whether Jesus was the Son
of God or the son of Joseph. That is the reason Jesus said to him, “If you

had known me, you would have known my Father also,” and added, “From
this time forward, you will know my Father.”

Phillip was listening as Jesus spoke to Thomas, and because of the fact that
he shared the same doubts that Thomas held, he entered the conversation;
“Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us” (John 14:8), literally saying,
“We’ll be satisfied as to who you are if we see your father.” This is an
incredible circumstance that has come to light in His last day with His
beloved disciples. One will betray Him; one will deny Him, and at least two
others express doubts as to who He really is. Consider Jesus’ answer to
Phillip; “Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known
me, Philip?” Over three years before, when Phillip first met Jesus, he ran
to find his brother Nathaniel, crying aloud, “We have found him, of whom
Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.” Phillip’s excitement knew no bounds. He believed with all his
heart that he had found the redeemer that would come to Zion (Isaiah
59:20); he had found the lamb that God would provide (Genesis 22:8); he
had found the seed of the woman that God had promised (Genesis 3:15); He
had found the Christ who would make an end of sins (Daniel 9:24-25).
Phillip was right in each of these assessments, but he also believed that
Jesus was the “son of Joseph.” Has there been nothing seen or heard in
these three years to persuade Phillip who He is? Jesus continues in verses
9-11 to speak directly to Phillip;

John 14:9-11: “Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not
known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how
sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? Believest thou not that I am in the
Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not
of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. Believe
me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the
very works’ sake.”

Every miraculous work that Jesus did shouted aloud to those who could
hear, “This is the Son of God.” He did the works of God, but it was “the
Father” that was in Him who did the works. He spoke the words of God,
but again, it was the Spirit of the Father who was in Him that spoke
(Matthew 10:20). Some have erroneously believed that Jesus told Phillip
that he was the Father; “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” No!
He was showing that He is indeed the Son of the living God. The apostle
Paul tells us that Jesus is “the image of the invisible God” (Colossians
1:15). Again, in Hebrews 1:3, He is “the brightness of God’s glory” and
“the express image of His person.” “Phillip, when you see Jesus, you see
His Father. Does He look like Joseph? Or does He look like God?”

Is there any who believes?

John 16:29-30: “His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no proverb. Now are we sure that thou knowest all things,
and needest not that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou
camest forth from God.

At last, Jesus had spoken plainly to them, not using parables. Now they
could believe, or so they thought. Jesus had just told them, “I came forth
from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and
go to the Father” (John 16:28). Nothing could be clearer than these words
to them. “Now we can believe…by this we believe.” This wasn’t only
Thomas and Phillip speaking. This was the majority of the twelve, those
who had walked with him for over three years, hearing His words, seeing
His miracles, even partaking of His authority when He sent them out. How
is it possible that any among them did not know from the “beginning of miracles (John 2:1-11)” that He was in fact the very Son of God? He turned
the water into wine. He multiplied the loaves and fishes. He open blind
eyes, caused the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and raised Lazarus from the
dead. How could they not know? Peter knew who He was; “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Jesus had never told Peter, but he knew.
Jesus answered Peter, “Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but the
Father which is in heaven.” Most likely Peter never “heard a voice” or
“had a dream” telling him who Jesus is, but in every word Jesus spoke,
Peter heard God. In every work He did, Peter saw God. Peter had never
had a doubt until the night of the betrayal and denial, and even then his
doubts were not about Jesus, but about himself.
There were three disciples that made up the “inner circle” of Jesus’ mincontinued on page 7
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istry. These were Peter, James, and John. These were with him in those
special times. Why would Jesus seem to have favorites? It was because
these were the “believers” among his disciples. These were the ones who
really “knew Him.” The rest could entertain friends and relatives endlessly, telling the wonderful stories about Jesus, the things they had seen and
heard firsthand, but they did not really “know Jesus.” It was to them that
Jesus spoke these last words before leaving the supper to enter the agony of
Gethsemane; “Do ye now believe?”

John 16:31-33: “Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? Behold, the
hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his
own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father
is with me. These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world.”

Jesus had told them only minutes before, “I have yet many things to say
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now” (John 16:12). They could not
believe the elementary things He had told them; how could they believe if
He spoke to them of the mysteries of God? Jesus had told Nicodemus, “If
I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I
tell you of heavenly things?” (John 3:12). They professed to believe Jesus
when He told them, “I came forth from the Father, and am come into the
world…” (John 16:28). What if He had told them, “I came into the world
to bruise the head of the serpent and destroy the works of the devil?” What
if He had told them, “I came into the world to make an end of sin and bring
in everlasting righteousness?” What if Jesus had said to them, “I will do
all these things through death on a roman cross, and I will do them before
the sun sets tomorrow?” Who could have believed such things? Very few
in the church today can believe them.

Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you

In the light of the events of the day, it is easier to understand the words of
Jesus to His chosen disciples; “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen
you.” Remember that Jesus was speaking with greater clarity on this day
that ever before to His disciples. There is not some “great mystery” found
in these words. They do not establish the doctrine of predestination and
they were not words for the disciples to rejoice in. In fact, they were a
reproof to His chosen disciples. Over three years before, He had “chosen
them.” He had chosen Peter and Andrew off of their fishing boat. He chose
John and James as they were mending their nets. He chose Matthew out of
his tax office. To each of them, He simple said, follow me, and they followed. Peter later told Jesus, “We have forsaken all, and followed thee;
what shall we have therefore?” (Matthew 19:27). Each of the twelve had
followed Jesus for over three years, but on this last day with His disciples
Jesus said to them, “You have not chosen me.” There were many wonderful things that Jesus had set before His disciples, but they would never know
or experience them until the time they “chose Him.”

John 15:16: “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may
give it you.”
We would love to hear from you if this paper has been a blessing
to you write us and you would like to send a Offering to help with
the mail out it would be greatly appreciated. If you have a home
church we don’t want your tithes it belong in your home church, all
we ask is for a love gift if you can.

Make check out to: First Assembly of God
send it to
P.O. Box 496
Colmesneil, Texas 75938
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You Know You're Backsliding When...

You can go hours or days without having more than a
1.
passing thought of Him.
You don't have a strong desire to spend time with Him.
2.
3.
You don't have a strong hunger for the Word; Bible reading
is a "chore" - something to mark off your "to do" list.
4.
Spending time in prayer is a burden/duty rather than a
delight.
5.
Your worship is formal, dry, lifeless, merely going through
the motions.
6.
Private prayer and worship are almost non-existent . . .
cold and dry.
7.
You are more concerned about physical health, well-being,
and comfort than about the well being and condition of your soul.
8.
You crave physical food, while having little appetite for spiritual food.
9.
You crave human companionship more than a relationship
with Christ.
10.
You spend more time and effort on your physical appearance than on cultivating inner spiritual beauty to please Christ.
11.
Your heart toward Christ is cold and indifferent; not tender
as it once was, not easily moved by the Word, talk of spiritual
things, etc.
12.
Christianity is more of a checklist than a relationship with
Christ.
13.
You measure spirituality (yours/others') by performance
rather than the condition of the heart.
14.
Christianity is defined more what by what you "do" than
who you "are" ("doing" vs. "being").
15.
Your obedience and service are motivated and fueled by
expectations of others or a desire to impress others, more than by
passion for Christ.
16.
You are more concerned about what others think and
pleasing them, than about what God knows and pleasing Christ.
17.
Your service for Christ and others is motivated by a sense
of duty or obligation.
18.
You find yourself becoming resentful over the hardships
and demands of serving Christ and others.
19.
You can talk with others about kids, marriage, weather, and
the news, but struggle to talk about the Lord and spiritual matters.

20.
You have a hard time coming up with something fresh to
share in a testimony service at church or when someone asks,
"What's God been doing in your life?"
21.
You are formal, rigid, and up-tight about spiritual things,
rather than joyful and winsome.
22.
You are critical or harsh toward those who are doctrinally
off-base or living in sin.
23.
You enjoy secular songs, movies, and books more than
songs or reading material that point you to Christ.
24.
You prefer the company of people who don't love Christ,
to the company and fellowship of those who do.
25.
You are more interested in recreation, entertainment, and
having "fun" than in cultivating intimacy with Christ through worship, prayer, the Word, and Christian fellowship.
26.
You display attitudes or are involved in activities that you
know are contrary to Scripture, but you continue in them anyway.
27.
You justify "small" areas of disobedience or compromise.
28.
You have been drawn back into sin habits that you put off
when you were a young believer.
29.
"Little" things that used to disturb your conscience, no
longer do.
30.
You are slow to respond to conviction over sin - or you
ignore it altogether.
31.
You enjoy certain sins and want to hang onto them. You
are unwilling to give them up for Christ.
32.
You are not grieved by sin - it's no big deal to you.
33.
You are consistently allured by certain sins.
34.
You are self-righteous--more concerned about sin in others' lives than in your own.
35.
You are more concerned about having the right position
than the right disposition.
36.
You tend to hold tightly to money and things, rather than
being quick to give to meet the needs of others.
37.
You rarely give sacrificially to the Lord's work.
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Naomi and I would like to give you an special invitation to come
and be a part of this great church family. We have a vision for this
community, not only building a new church building but, helping
people build a relationship with God and with one another.
Our theme this year has been making “Christ known in word and
in deed”. Our goal this year that you come to know the Christ the
RISEN SAVIOR that loved you so much that he gave himself for
you on the Cross that you might have LIFE.

We are here for you and we are just a phone call away if you need
us to come and pray with you or for you just call. We know that the
adversary Satan himself is out to destroy families. That is why we
are here. Call Us: @ 409-837-5706 or 832-401-5773
We would like to meet you (Service Time ) Sunday 10:30 A.M.
Sunday Night 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:00 -7:00 P. M.
Pastor (Shepherd) Bro. Kirbbie & Naomi Cowart

Here comes the preacher
By: K.L. Cowart

Has God put someone on your heart? God put a your couple on my
heart and every Sunday evening I would go to their house to visit and
invite them to church. They had
a two daughter they tried every
way to stop me from coming
they offer me a beer, they give
their daughter a beer in front of
me, blow smoke in my face and
sometime hide from me. Week
after week I would go to their
house like clockwork.

We were in revival the closing
night Sunday night I told the
Lord this is my last time of going to there house I’ve don all I can so
I went my last time invited them my last time. “They came that night
and got SAVED!” it is my understand they are in the ministry today;
God can if we want give up.

2Co 9:7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful
giver.
From the same as G2436; propitious or merry (“hilarious”),
(“Hilarious”)

I have a black sister in the Lord that pastors a church in Houston
Texas and she tells all her people to get off of welfare and get a job
and pay your tithes and offering to God, because God had made
you the head and not the tell. God’s children are not beggars. Many
of the men in her church are owners of businesses, when you pull
on the church parking lot all you see are new cars.

She doesn’t have a member that is on welfare they have learn how
to be a Hilarious Giver!
By: K.L. Cowart

REMEMBER OUR WEB-SITE

www.colmesneilfirstaog.com

Learn more about our church and you singing
People are visiting our web-site all around the world.

Just before I Gave up (Quit)
I Remembered Order the CD

Have you ever I looked to right no one there to help are to talk, I
looked to Left no one there to help, I looked behind no one there
that could understand I looked in front of no one there, I could not
see any help anywhere. If this fits you come out Sunday Morning

(1) Then I Look in Me. And found 1John_4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you,
than he that is in the world.

(2) Just before I Gave up I remembered.
2Chronicles _20:15 And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the
LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great
multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.

1Sa_17:47 And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth
not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD'S, and he will
give you into our hands.

(3) Just before I Gave up I remembered. Luke 10:19 Behold, I give
unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
Luke 10:20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are
subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written
in heaven.

(4) Just before I gave up I remembered. James_4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

If you are down on life and wanting to just give up are quit on God
and church nothing is working out for you as you thought I have good
news for you. My message will be
“4 Things I Remembered before I Give Up or Quit” These 4 things
has help me stay with God for over 50 years now and I believe they
will help you.

My E-Mail kirbbiel47@yahoo.com

First Assembly of God
P.O. Box 496
Colmesneil, Texas 75938

