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LOVE WAS BORN

When the Roman Emperor Caesar Augustus ordered a census,
everyone had to return to the town they were born to register.
For Mary and Joseph this meant a long trip south to Bethlehem
Mary and Joseph probably walked more than 90 miles before
they reached their resting place at the stable

When they arrived in Bethlehem the town was crowded and
there was nowhere for them to stay.Mary needed somewhere to
rest as she knew her baby would soon be born.That night Mary
gave birth just as the angel had told her she would
The baby was wrapped in swaddling clothes
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The direct distance, as the crow flies, from Nazareth to Bethlehem is about
70 miles. Mary and Joseph probably walked more than 90 miles before they
reached their resting place at the stable

Mary and Joseph were compelled to make the long journey to Bethlehem
after a census was proclaimed by Caesar Augustus, the Roman emperor.
Joseph hailed from Bethlehem in Judea, and the decree required citizens to
register at their birthplaces.

The shortest route to Bethlehem was directly south through Samaria, but its
hilly terrain would have proven particularly arduous for Mary, who was in
the late stages of pregnancy.
Continues on Page 4
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.....and the sheep hear his voice: ... John 10:3

Right Before Your Eyes
By:Sharon Hubert

As I was walking up and down the aisles of the store,
I found it a little frustrating that that which I had purchased prior was now nowhere to be found! After
three or four trips down three aisles I was determined
in having a successful outcome! It was the principle
of the thing now, right…lol I was finely beginning to
see a light at the end of the tunnel, an implorer was
making her way down the aisle toward me. As I began
asking where this idem may be found I glanced up
and it suddenly appeared out of nowhere! With great
enthusiasm I said “There it is”! We both had a good laughed as she could
tell I was taken back by finding it the way I did.
The Birth of Jesus:

er Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found
with child of the Holy Ghost. (Mary’s decision of total surrender made a
way for God’s provision) Hummmm!
19. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her
a public example, was minded to put her away privily. (Eph.5:25 Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for
it.)

20. But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared (“There it is”…lol) unto him in a dream, saying, “Joseph. Thou
son of David, FEAR not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost”.= (there is the witness) Act 1: 8. But
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 2:2. And suddenly there
came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it FILLED all
the house where they were sitting. 3. And there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.

Lk.1:26. And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto
a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,

21 And she “shall” =(it will happen) bring forth a son, and thou “shalt” call
his name JESUS: for he “shall”= (it will happen) save his people from their
sins. Etc…… 22,23

28. And the angel came in unto her, and said “Hail, thou that art highly
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.

25. And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he
called his name JESUS.

27. To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.

29. And when she “saw” him, she was troubled (Greek= alarm) at his saying, and cast in her “mind” what manner of salutation this should be.

30. And the angel said unto her, “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour
with God. (you haven’t done anything wrong Mary so cast out that fear!)
31. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son.
And shalt call his name Jesus.

32. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:

33. And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom
there shall be no end.

34. Then said Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a
man”?

35. And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore
also that Holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of
God.
36. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her,
old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.

37. For with God NOTHING shall be INPOSSIBLE.

(mk.16: 17. And these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues. 18. They shall
take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.)

24. Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had
bidden him, and he took unto him his wife:

Here were two people that were willing to take the high road of surrender!!!
They counted their life not their own. Women in those days were stoned for
being with a man before marriage. =(“Fornication” is still a sin today.
Instead of being stones to death, it is Hell after death. Jesus will forgive this
life style and this one can be with Jesus for Eternity! ) Mary and Joseph
stood to be judged and ridiculed. That mattered not to them, they had come
too far to turn back now. They HEARD that which the messenger of the
Lord had said unto them individually and corporately. Mary’s love for the
Lord was exemplified by her wiliness to lay down her life. She put aside her
fairy tale dream of marriage and bearing Josephs child first and knowing
him from the beginning. Etc. And could it be that Joseph and her family
would not believe her! Her faith carried her through!

His love for her and being a God fearing man was priority to his own needs
and desires also. Theirs was not the norm if you will, but then look what
they were being responsible for! Out of the box for sure!
You may look at your own life as seeing that it is not the norm ether! Have
you thought that that which the Lord has called you to is out of the box also?
Could it be that your trial will give hope to others? That your faith will help
many? And that your path is a high road of surrender?
Your questions may be more than your answers! You feel the suffering is
more than the consolation! The loneness, gilt, fear etc. sometimes seems
more than you can bear! The Holy Spirit is not offended in you working
your way through to understanding. Just be sure that God’s Word is where
you get the answers!!

38. And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me
according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.

Dear friend, child of God, you may be on your third time around the aisles,
looking and seeking that in which will carry you through this your most
troubled times. Continue, carry on, hold fast, your suddenly will walk
toward you and as you read from the pages of God’s word, you will find
yourself saying “There it is”!!!

The angel of the Lord was not offended by Mary’s pondering and question
of “how can this be knowing I know not a man”! That was a pretty good
question if you ask me, one that would sure help to get to the next step. As
he told her to “fear NOT” because she had found favour with God, she knew
she had lived (was living) a life that was desirous to please God. She did
not ask how she was going to tell her future husband! Why! Her heavenly
encounter of truths found way to her heart! The angel of the Lord walked
up and down the isles with Mary as she searched for truth. She found that
what he said was not based on her, but on God. Once it was settled in her
heart and spirit it was “Katy bar the door”. The “There it is”! … End of
story. God’s got this…

This world is not our ( child of God) home, we are just passing through?
Our treasures are laid up in heaven where rust will not destroy. Does not that
require a sacrifice? Your trials can be His glory! Have you ever thought that
your pain is others gain? Jesus prayed “Father, IF thou be willing, remove
this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine be done.

The angel of the Lord came in unto Mary. He appeared! This was not something that happened every day. To aid Mary in believe the unbelievable,
there needed to be a supernatural happening! An appearing! A “There it is”
if you will! ... lol

Josephs Encounter

Lk.1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on the wise: When as his moth-

Your thoughts will be, WOW, where did that come from? All of a sudden
you are experiencing a deeper, richer and fuller relationship with Jesus. For
unto you this day is the Son of God given for such a time as this! Your joy,
peace, and contentment is not based on what is, but WHO is (JESUS)!
Jesus has gone before you and made a way where there seemeth to be NO
way! ! His death and resurrection has given you life and that more abundantly! The outward is not defining who you are inwardly! Press in dear
children of God. Jesus is coming soon. Your rewards will be for Eternity.
Have Faith in God and HIS WORD!! READ, READ, READ! And then
after that READ, READ, READ! You will be forever CHANGED!

SEE PAGE 3
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Right Before Your Eyes
From Page 2

Lord’s prayer: …. THY KINGDOM COME, Thy will be done in earth, as
it is in heaven. ………

Phli.1:23 (Paul was imprisoned for Christ Jesus sake. It appears from his
writings it was not an easy thing to say the least but in prison is where his
most precious writings were written. He encouraged many! I’m sure they
thought how Paul could be so up and yet be so bound. His proof of the
gospel was not just by words, but by deeds )

For I (Paul) am in a strait betwixt two. Having a desire to depart, and to be
with Christ; which is far better. (v.24) NEVERTHELESS to abide in the
flesh is more needful for YOU. (v.25) And having this confidence, I know
that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of
faith. (v.29) For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe on him, but also to “suffer” for his sake; (v.30) Having the SAME
confidence which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

He admonishes them to let their conversation be as it becomes the gospel of
Christ. (Eph.1:2) With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love)

Psa.91:1 He that DWELLETH in the secret place of the most High shall
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. (2.) I will say of the Lord, He is
my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. (3) Surely he shall
deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.
(4) He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou
trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. (14) “Because” he hath set
his love upon me, therefore “will” (guaranty) I deliver him: I “will” set him
on high, because he hath known my name. (15) He SHALL (not maybe, but
WILL) call upon me, and I “will” ( not maybe, of a surety will ) answer him:
I “will” deliver him, and honour him. (16) With long life “will” I satisfy
him, and shew him my salvation.

If you do not know Jesus as your Savior, I pray that you will not let a second go by without ask him to forgive you of your sins and to be Lord of
your life. It could be your last chance before you stand before the God of
heaven and be judged. Find a place where the Gospel is being preached.
Fellowship with other believers. Share Jesus with others. Testify of his
faithfulness and Love he has shown to you. God be with you all…
Merry Christmas! God Bless
Sharon

The church Web-Site has
went mobile.
Go on your cell phone type in colmesneil first
assembly of God. You can see and hear
singing and preaching just like on the Web.

Please PRAY for all our
Missionaries! & Christian’s
around the World!

PLEDGE TO THE CHRISTIAN FLAG

I pledge allegiance to the Christian Flag and to
the Savior for whose Kingdom it stands. One
Savior, crucified, risen, and coming again with
life and liberty to all who believe.

Truthful, Impartial, & Invisible.
By: Courtney M. McHenry

I have learned so much during this season that
God has placed me. For those of you
who may not know, I will share in brief detail of
the happenings that have led up this
point. My great-grandmother fell and broke her
right femur bone. She had to be placed
in traction for three days due to a conflict with her medication, which postponed surgery.With much prayer, she made it through surgery perfectly. The
surgeon told us,” Surgery could not have went any better”. They were able
to put in the titanium hardware with no problems. “She made it through like
a 26 year old. “It went smooth as silk” is what the physician had said. With
very grateful hearts, we thanked God. He was the only reason she went
through surgery so well, so perfectly. After she was moved into a room and
out of recovery, we were all able to breathe a little easier. I thought that the
worse of it all was behind us. I knew she would be hurting, and very very
sore (that’s a given after surgery, especially one of that magnitude) I knew
she would have to learn to walk all over again, have to learn how to dress
herself again, she would have to learn how to live life all over again. We had
talked about rehabilitation facilities, nursing homes, etc, because she needed three hours per day of intense therapy. We learned that the hospital had
a rehabilitation program, but the program had very strict criteria for admittance. We were told that she would probably not qualify, and we should discuss other options for her rehabilitation. So, what did we do? We prayed.
God ultimately already had this figured out, it was only His will that we
wanted. We were notified not long after, she qualified for the program and
would be moved to the facility within a few now you are probably wondering, why I am going on about this, what point am I trying to make, why is
this even important? We had this planned out, but what about after? During
all of this, I had prior obligations and a job interview. I applied for a job that
would give my family and I great benefits. I was almost promised the job.
It was that easy, I was to apply, and then I would get a call of when to start.
This job would have solved many of the issues, that my family and face. It
would have provided amazing benefits, great insurance, and job security.
Sounds great, right?!? I mean, the Lord has answered prayer, He has provided such a great opportunity for my family.

Before I learned of the job opening, I was more than prepared to move in
with my grandmother and help her in whatever way that I possibly could. I
was the only one that could do this, without hiring some stranger to care for
her. So now, here I stood, what now? I will have to admit, I did worry and
I did stress about this for a little while. How in the world was I going to care
for my family, my grandmother, the after school program, the youth group,
the other obligation that I have, and get up at four o’clock every morning
and go to work? I just thought I was busy before! Finally, the light bulb
flickered on! God spoke to me “ Why don’t you seek me and my word as
hard as you are trying to find a solution on your own?” Touche’
Lord...touche’. So I did, I prayed and sought him out. I talked to my husband about it and he asked me, “Well, what has God told you to do?” I said,
“Nothing”, He hasn’t told me anything except, “You know what to do.”
Then out of the mouth of my ever-so-wise husband came the words, “Then
do it”. So...I did, I did what I knew to do. I gave it all to God, and I waited.

At that moment, that exact moment that I surrendered all my anxiety, worry,
and control to Him, is the same exact moment I had so much peace, understanding, and patience like I have never known, like I have never experienced. I knew in that moment that it didn’t matter. None of it mattered. It
did not matter that I did not know how I was going hold down a job and
effectively keep my other obligations. It did not matter how I was going to
be a good mom and wife. It did not matter because I trusted in God. It did
not matter because I knew that everything would happen in His timing. It
did not matter because I surrendered all. I did not matter because He
ALWAYS makes a way. I was so consumed with the “what if’s” and the
“how’s” , that I lost sight of what was most important. Serving and trusting
God!! I lost sight of being a beacon of light to others because I was so consumed in my own little world of my own little pro lems. When people
would ask me “How are you going to handle all of this?” I could finally
answer without stress or worry and say “ If God wants it to happen right
now, then it will” and “ God has provided for us this far, I know he won’t
stop now”. I did not receive a call for the job I had applied for ( thank God).
I moved some things around and made some adjustments so that I could
move in with my grandmother to help her full time. I had more than enough
peace about everything, not just one thing. I was called to preach the gospel,
I was called to be a wife, I was called to be a mother, I was called to be a
servant. A servant. What does that look like? What does that even mean in
this day and time? Merriam-Webster describes a servant as: “ one that
serves others <a public servant>; especially : one that performs duties about
SEE PAGE 6
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From the desk of the Pastors
Chapter 2016 of our life

As we come to the close of chapter 2016 of the
days of our life, as we stop and take look of
our life story we have written. I am sure there
have been tears at times, and of great joy.
Maybe you have said if I had my life to live
over I would do things differently, but you
know you can’t.

What could I have don differently that would have made life better for me
as we look back over our life. I am sure there are something’s we could
not have change as sickness, death of a love one, or a divorce was out of
your hands. It was what life dealt us. So we just keep going one day at a
time or one hour at a time, but we made it to the end of 2016. Not much
to write home about as the old saying goes.

At this time of year I start making assessments of things that happened to
me this past year and of things that I could have done better. As I make
assessments of the blessing of God upon my life, all I can say “truly God
has been so good to me,” I don’t have the words to say thank you Lord for
the Blessing you have bless me with this year.

Words seen so cheap to say thank You Lord. That is why I say Lord I am
your servant, you speak I will do my very best to obey everything you tell
me to do that I may please you.

Now as we look ahead for the coming year 2017 to some it may look
bleak with dark clouds hanging over, I tell you let the SON shine up on
your life and the darkness and bleakness and despair will be gone. This is
a NEW DAY we have never had this day before. With the New Days and
the New Year that is ahead of us I for one want to do more for the Lord
than ever before, Its is a great Harvest field. Luke_10:2 Therefore

said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few:
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.

Remember month is Christmas and its just a few days ahead Jesus Christ
was born, this month is His birthday celebration a time of great JOY TO
THE WORLD!

Luke 2:10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people.

You have heard it said we need more preachers to preach
HELL Hot and HEAVEN Real.
I say we need more preachers to preach a gospel that will make men and
women free from SIN. A gospel that will crucifies that sinful flesh, that
old man of sin.
Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.
Rom 6:7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.
Sin has a death sentence. Rom_6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We would love to hear from our readers

First Assembly of God
P.O. Box 496
Colmesneil.Texas 75938

www.colmesneilfirstaog.com
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LOVE WAS BORN
Other factors in avoiding that route
were the hostile Samaritans in the
region, who could have posed a threat
to the two travelers, and the knowledge
that it would be difficult for them to
find lodgings.

It's believed that Mary and Joseph
chose a safer and more comfortable
route that took them southeast through the Jezreel Valley and further east to
the Jordan Valley. Continuing south to Jericho, they probably proceeded up
through the Judean Desert to Jerusalem and onward to Bethlehem. By the
end of their difficult trek, the couple would have walked more than 90
miles; much of that distance across difficult terrain.

Opinions differ on how many days it took Mary and Joseph to complete
their epic journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Some scholars believe the
trek lasted from 4 to 7 days, while the Institute for Priestly Formation cites
the journey as lasting a week and a half.
THE STORY OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS AS TOLD IN THE BIBLE
Luke 2: 1-20

Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.
Luke 2:2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of
Syria.)
Luke 2:3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
Luke 2:4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he
was of the house and lineage of David:)
Luke 2:5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
Luke 2:6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.
Luke 2:7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for
them in the inn.
Luke 2:8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night.
Luke 2:9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
Luke 2:10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
Luke 2:13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,
Luke 2:14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men.
Luke 2:15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us.
Luke 2:16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger.
Luke 2:17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying
which was told them concerning this child.
Luke 2:18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were
told them by the shepherds.
Luke 2:19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
Luke 2:20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
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Muslim pirates of the past

Most Americans are
unaware of the fact
that over two hundred
years ago, the United
States had declared
war on Islam, and
Thomas Jefferson led
the charge!

At the height of the
eighteenth century,
Muslim pirates were
the terror of the Mediterranean and a large area of the North Atlantic
. They attacked every ship in sight, and held the crews for exorbitant
ransoms. Those taken hostage were subjected to barbaric treatment
and wrote heart breaking letters home, begging their government
and family members to pay whatever their Mohammedan captors
demanded.
These extortionists of the high seas represented the Islamic nations
of Tripoli , Tunis , Morocco , and Algiers – collectively referred to as
the Barbary Coast – and presented a dangerous and unprovoked
threat to the new American Republic .

Before the Revolutionary War, U.S. merchant ships
had been under the protection of Great Britain .
When the U.S. declared its independence and
entered into war, the ships of the United States
were protected by France . However, once the war
was won, America had to protect its own fleets.
Thus, the birth of the U.S. Navy.
Beginning in1784, seventeen years before he
would become president, Thomas Jefferson
became America ’s Minister to France . That same
year, the U.S. Congress sought to appease its
Muslim adversaries by following in the footsteps of
European nations who paid bribes to the Barbary
States , rather than engaging them in war.
In July of 1785, Algerian pirates captured American
ships, and the Dey of Algiers demanded an unheard-of ransom of
$60,000. It was a plain and simple case of extortion, and Thomas
Jefferson was vehemently opposed to any further payments.
Instead, he proposed to Congress the formation of a coalition of
allied nations who together could force the Islamic states into peace.
A disinterested Congress decided to pay the ransom.
In 1786, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams met with Tripoli ’s

Looking For A Good Church?
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832-401-5773
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Colmesneil, Texas
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ambassador to Great Britain to ask by what right his nation attacked
American ships and enslaved American citizens, and why Muslims
held so much hostility towards America , a nation with which they had
no previous contacts
The two future presidents reported that Ambassador Sidi Haji Abdul
Rahman Adja had answered that Islam "was founded on the Laws of
their Prophet, that it was written in their Quran, that all nations who
should not have acknowledged their authority were sinners, that it
was their right and duty to make war upon them wherever they could
be found, and to make slaves of all they could take as Prisoners, and
that every Musselman (Muslim) who should be slain in Battle was
sure to go to Paradise ."

Despite of this stunning admission of premeditated violence on nonMuslim nations, as well as the objections of many notable American
leaders, including George Washington, who warned that caving in
was both wrong and would only further embolden the enemy, for the
following fifteen years, the American government paid the Muslims
millions of dollars for the safe passage of American ships or the
return of American hostages. The payments in ransom and tribute
amounted to over twenty percent of the United States government
annual revenues in 1800.
Jefferson was disgusted. Shortly after
his being sworn in as
the third President of
the United States in
1801, the Pasha of
Tripoli sent him a
note demanding the
immediate payment
of $225,000 plus
$25,000 a year for
every year forthcoming. That changed
everything.

Jefferson let the
Pasha know, in no uncertain terms, what he could do with his
demand. The Pasha responded by cutting down the flagpole at the
American consulate and declared war on the United States . Tunis ,
Morocco , and Algiers immediately followed suit. Jefferson, until
now, had been against America raising a naval force for anything
beyond coastal defense, but having watched his nation be cowed by

SEE PAGE 7

People are from around the world are going on our
church web-site.

We believe in getting out side
the four walls of the church
building to reach the lost.

www.colmesneilfirstaog.com

These are the Countries that people have got on our Web Site
And All over the United State

Hear The Shepherd’s Voice
.....and the sheep hear his voice: .. John 10:3

Truthful, Impartial, & Invisible.
From page 4

the person or home of a master or personal employer.” A servant does not
mean slave. During this season of my life God has called me to do more
“invisible” serving. What I mean by that is, in my ministry before now I was
very active in the church and school, I could be seen. People could physically see or experience what I was doing. The visible servanthood, is very
rewarding in its own way. You get to see growth in yourself and others, and
actively make a difference in many lives. You get to fellowship with others
who have the same passion for Christ as you do. You get high-fives and
handshakes, you get “good jobs” and “God is really using you”. You get
affirmation, positivity, and sometimes much needed guidance. Invisible servanthood gives you a lot of time to reflect. It doesn’t give you publicity, or
affirmation. It doesn’t give you diversity in all the lives you touch. It
doesn’t really give you “good jobs” or “high fives”. You don’t get noticed,
guidance, or much positive feedback. In many ways, what you do get from
invisible servanthood is much more rewarding. God has taught me so much
on this new journey. I have learned that being a servant looks different for
everyone. I have learned how much my children need to see others serving
others and to have compassion for everyone. I have learned to not take for
granted all the beautiful gifts God gives us. He has taught me that I don’t
have to be in the church everytime the door is open (although, I do miss my
church family). I have learned that you will be as close to God as you want
to be. I have learned to worship Him in all things, not just in song. He has
brought me to a new level of humbleness and given me a closeness to him
that I did not think would be possible without being in church. I have
learned that I can do without so much more than I initially thought possible.
My way of thinking has completely changed for the better. I have learned
that sacrifice is not always bad or sad. I have learned that you will go to
great lengths to help others, and give up a lot of what you once thought was
important. I have learned that what was once important to me, no longer is.

God has changed my perspective, my attitude, and my heart. I have learned
to look through the lenses of other peoples glasses, things look much different that way. Another definition says a servant is: “ A person who performs duties for others, especially a person employed in a house on domestic duties or as a personal attendant.” “A person employed in the service of
a government.” A devoted and helpful follower or supporter.” When reading through these definitions, and looking back over the past few weeks, I
am reminded of the passages in James. God tells us what is expected of us
as christians. We are to be set apart. We are to make a difference in the lives
of others by showing God’s love. When we give up “self” great things can
happen.

Jas 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath: Jas 1:20 For the wrath of man worketh not the
righteousness of God. Jas 1:21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which
is able to save your souls. The Word of God, either preached or written, cannot effectively work a godly change in a person’s life if he or she is holding
on to any degree of moral corruption and evil in their lives. This can include
character issues such as uncontrolled anger. God
commands his followers to separate themselves from all the ungodly belief,
behaviors and lifestyles that are common in general society and seek to
influence them and their families. This immorality defiles souls and corrupts lives. God’s Word tells us what is
proper for His people: we are to be holy (i.e. morally pure, spiritually
whole, separated from evil, dedicated to God and reserved for His purposes). For this reason, we must not participate in any kind of moral impurity
or obscenity, in thought or in actions. We must be aware that allowing any
kind of moral filth into our lives or homes, including foul language or sexually suggestive images through any number of media, grieves the Holy
Spirit and violated God’s holy standards for his people. We, as believers,
must obey God’s commands about righteousness and holiness. Our houses
must be swept clean and filled with God’s Word, his Spirit and the character of Christ. Christians begin their new life in Christ when they are “born
again.” Growing in this new life requires removing anything that offends
the Holy Spirit so that we can faithfully receive God’s Word into our hearts
and respond to it with our lives. The term “engrafted” implies that the Word
must become a part of our very nature and character, which affects both who
we are and what we do. The implanted Word, if nurtured and allowed to
grow in our lives, brings us to great maturity in Christ. Jas 1:22 But be ye
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. We only
deceive ourselves if we think that being exposed to Bible teaching and
Christian ministry is enough to keep us in the right relationship with God.
We can be involved in all kinds of church activity and ministry and know a
lot about God’s Word; but if we do not put that Word into practice, all of our
activity and knowledge is meaningless. We must develop true godly character and a lifestyle based upon our companionship with Christ in order to
truly please God, fulfill his purpose for our lives and receive ultimate spiritual salvation. Jas 1:23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer,
he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:
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Hearing and reading God’s Word is like looking into a mirror that reflects
and reveals what is truly in our lives. It shows who and what we are made
of, what we really think about, what we truly feel inside. It shows us the
way that we are and allows us to see what we need to change. Knowing this,
we can choose to respond either with honesty (making a change for the better) or with hypocrisy (refusing to change and pretending everything is
fine). The right response is to ask God to show us what is not pleasing to
Him, and then ask Him to help us conform to the standard of His Word by
putting it into practice. Jas 1:24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his
way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. This passage
illustrates how absurd it is for a person to receive God’s Word but not put it
into practice. The notion of a person forgetting what he or she looks like
would be unrealistic, even ridiculous. Yet, that is
what happens in a spiritual sense when we are exposed to God’s Word, but
then go our way without responding to what it revealed about our lives. The
fact is that we truly learn and retain things only as we put them into practice. If we fail to act upon or use what we know about God’s Word, we will
not retain it and it will not become a part of who we are. Basically, we will
forget what the Word has shown us, and it will do us no good. A good practice anytime we read or hear something from the BIble is to ask ourselves,
“What difference should this make in my life?” and “What should I do now
that God has shown this to me?” Then, we should ask God to help us apply
his Word and immediately look for ways we can put it into practice. Jas 1:25
But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed
in his deed.

The moral and ethical teachings of Christianity, which are based on God’s
Old Testament moral law as embodied in the Ten Commandments, are
brought to complete fulfilment and perfection by Jesus Christ. Those who
receive and follow Christ now have his law internalized in their hearts
through the presence of the Holy Spirit. Apart from him, we could not live
up to God’s standards. Yet, through faith in Christ we receive mercy and
forgiveness for our shortcomings, as well as the desire, power and freedom
to obey God’s moral law. It is called the “law of liberty” because followers
of Christ are set free from the bondage of sin and receive the desire and ability to fulfill God’s desires and purposes for their lives. Christian freedom
must never be viewed as the liberty to violate Christ’s commands. It is the
power to obey them. Jas 1:26 If any man among you seem to be religious,
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion
is vain. Jas 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. True Christianity is not about religion; it is
about a relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ. Religion can be
understood simply as human efforts to achieve favor with God. Christianity,
however, is about God taking the initiative toward us and calling us to
respond in faith. We cannot achieve a right relationship with God through
religious routines and efforts. However, for those who have received a personal relationship with God through faith in Christ, there is an element of
true religion that plays a legitimate role in the Christian life. James gives
two principles that define authentic godly religion: mercy and purity.
Christians must show genuine love and active compassion for those in need.
In New Testament times, orphans and widows had very few ways to support
themselves; they often had no guardian or helper. God’s people were
expected to show them the same care and love that God shows toward the
fatherless and widows. Today, when we notice people in need of practical
assistance, we should do what we can to alleviate their distress and show
them that God cares for them by the way we respond to their need. It is up
to us, it is our job as Christians to make sure all people see God’s love.
Christians must reflect moral and spiritual purity, which involves keeping
“himself unspotted from the world”. James says that love for others must
be accompanied by a love for God expressed in holiness or it is not true
Christian love. Some questions to ask yourself when evaluating your personal spiritual progress in these areas should include, “ Is there anything
that I am hiding or compromising morally (purity)?” and “To whom am I
showing God’s love by serving, befriending, or helping them?” Through
this season that God has brought me into, I have learned so much more
about myself and about God’s love and grace. I challenge you to give.
Everyone has something to give. A hug, a kind word, or a smile. To me, true
happiness can only be achieved when you can love, worship, and share the
one who gave it all up for you.

The one who can help you through anything, the one who makes it all worth
it. Jesus Christ. We always hear that cliche’ statement that everything happens for a reason.
When you know the “Reason” you can appreciate the “Season”.
Write To: First Assembly of God
P.O. Box 496
Colmesneil, Texas 75938

We would love to hear from you, or come by our church we have
Sunday Morning at 10:30 am and Sunday Night 6:00 pm

Wednesday Night at 6:00 p.m or call 832-401-5773

Hear The Shepherd’s Voice
.....and the sheep hear his voice: .. John 10:3

Muslim pirates of the past
From Page 5

Islamic thuggery for long enough, decided that is was finally time to
meet force with force.

He dispatched a squadron of frigates to the Mediterranean and
taught the Muslim nations of the Barbary Coast a lesson he hoped
they would never forget. Congress authorized Jefferson to
empower U.S. ships
to seize all vessels
and goods of the
Pasha of Tripoli and to
“cause to be done all
other acts of precaution or hostility as the state of war would justify”.

When Algiers and Tunis , who were both accustomed to American
cowardice and acquiescence, saw the newly independent United
States had both the will and the might to strike back, they quickly
abandoned their allegiance to Tripoli . The war with Tripoli lasted for
four more years, and raged up again in 1815. The bravery of the
U.S. Marine Corps in these wars led to the line “to the shores of
Tripoli” in the Marine Hymn, and they would forever be known as
“leathernecks” for the leather collars of their uniforms, designed to
prevent their heads from being cut off by the Muslim scimitars when
boarding enemy ships.

Islam, and what its Barbary followers justified doing in the name of

Please Help Me!
By Bro. Kirbbie L. Cowart

It has been on my heart all day about missing people from kids that
has runway from home to children that have been kidnap or
abducted. Many runways did not want to obey the rules at home
and thought it would be better living on their on only to fine that the
lie they told themselves is much harder. Many
if they would be honest would say if only I
could go back and relive my life and know
what I know now.
The ones that have been kidnap or abducted
carry the scars for life, you may not see the
scars from the out side but rest assure they
are there for life. Many inmates in jails, and
prisons carry the scars of their incarceration.

When Satan abducts a person he has no
mercy on that individual. Have you looked into
the eyes of people that’s been on drugs for
days or someone that been drunk on alcohol
for days and see the needle marks in their
arm.

I have seen Gods sheep walk away from God because they did not
want to obey His Rules “His Commandments”. I could feel this
page with people (sheep) that were abducted by Satan because
they did not want to stay in the sheepfold.

I preached the funeral of a preacher friend his son that walked
away from God and his Dad. As I looked at him laying in the casket
he was dressed like a woman with makeup on. I looked over at his
preacher Dad my heart was so broken for him. The anguish and
the pain he was suffering of losing a son like this. Just thank of the
agony and the pain God suffer when He lose a child like this.

Years ago a rich man invited to his home it was like a mansion too
me. When you came into the house you pulled your shoes off at
the door and walked on white carpet, it was like walking on a cloud.
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their prophet and their god, disturbed Jefferson quite deeply.
America had a tradition of religious tolerance, the fact that Jefferson,
himself, had co-authored the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom,
but fundamentalist Islam was like no other religion the world had ever
seen. A religion based on supremacism, whose holy book not only
condoned but mandated violence against unbelievers was unacceptable to him. His greatest fear was that someday this brand of
Islam would return and pose an even greater threat to the United
States .

This should bother every American. That the Islams have brought
about women-only classes and swimming times at taxpayer-funded
universities and public pools; that Christians, Jews, and Hindus have
been banned from serving on juries where Muslim defendants are
being judged, Piggy banks and Porky Pig tissue dispensers have
been banned from workplaces because they offend Islamist sensibilities. Ice cream has been discontinued at certain Burger King locations because the picture on the wrapper looks similar to the Arabic
script for Allah, public schools are pulling pork from their menus, on
and on in the news papers….

It’s death by a thousand cuts, or inch-by-inch as some refer to it, and
most Americans have no idea that this battle is being waged every
day across America . By not fighting back, by allowing groups to
obfuscate what is really happening, and not insisting that the
Islamists adapt to our own culture, the United States is cutting its own
throat with a politically correct knife, and helping to further the
Islamists agenda. Sadly, it appears that today’s America would rather
be politically correct than victorious.
Any doubts, just Google Thomas Jefferson vs the Muslim World

We went into his den where he had a bar and he asks if I want
something to drink I told him no thank you. He said to me, I don’t
think a little social drinking will hurt anybody. I told him this would
destroy him and his marriage, I said you will lose everything. He
just laughs at me. About a year later we were having Christmas
dinner he calls me just crying “YOU WERE RIGHT!,” “YOU WERE
RIGHT!” I lost my wife, my children, my house and my job. “I LOST
EVERY THING PREACHER! PRAY FOR ME
PREACHER! I did and I talk to him about repenting
and coming back to God.
Remember Satan has no mercy. Stay in the sheepfold
or if you have strayed away from God and the sheepfold please come back now.

Luke 15:17 And when he came to himself, he said,
How many hired servants of my father's have
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with
hunger!
Luke 15:18 I will arise and go to my father, and will
say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven,
and before thee,
Colmesneil First Assembly of God is a place where you can
grow in the Lord. If you have a desire to learn more of Gods
word, our Advance Christian
Development Classes is the place
to be on Wednesday night from
6:00 p.m -7:00 p.m.
We know there are hurting people
in our community that need a healing. we are here to pray for you and
with you.

Call Brother Cowart at or cell 832-401-5773

Hear The Shepherd’s Voice
.....and the sheep hear his voice: .. John 10:3

What is the purpose of the Church
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What is the purpose of the Church in the
great plan of God? We must go to the
Book of Acts and the beginning of the
Church.
The 120 in the upper room (Acts 1:13)
were the first believers to receive "The
promise of the Father." (Luke 24:49 --Acts 1:4). They were the first believers to
Walt Mills
"Speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance." They were the first believers to go forth in the Power
of the Holy Ghost to do the works that Jesus did. If we'll be honest with
ourselves, we'll see how different the Church culture is today compared to
its beginning. The present day conditions in mulitplied thousands of
churches CANNOT BE OUR EXAMPLE OR GUIDE INTO THE DEEP
THINGS OF GOD. They KNOW NOTHING ABOUT IT! WE MUST
RETURN to the beginning, for Chrisianity IS NOTHING IF IT'S NOT
SUPERNATURAL!
While it is true that there are deceptive, destructive trends in church, thank
God there are STILL THOSE WHO ARE CONTENDING FOR THE
FAITH!

They have refused to compromise the Gospel. They have not resisted or
rejected the moving of the Holy Ghost in their church services in order to
allow CARNAL, ARROGANT, PRIDEFUL church goers FEEL COMFORTABLE IN THEIR SIN! These ministers aren't ASHAMED OF THE
HOLY GHOST! The Spirit of God doesn't EMBARRASS THEM when He
moves mightily in a service. These UNCOMPROMISING MINISTERS
love the people enough to preach the truth to them. They REFUSE TO
TICKLE THEIR EARS with a watered down sermon. They haven't compromised and conformed to modern day trends that HAS TAKEN, and
CONTINUES TO TAKE a serious toll on the Church. They are UNSHAKABLE IN THEIR FAITH! Any changes that they have made in their ministries IN ORDER TO BE REVELANT hasn't moved people AWAY
FROM PUTTING GOD FIRST in their lives, but rather, HAS DRAWN
THOSE WILLING TO LISTEN AND FOLLOW closer to Jesus.

Each minister knows deep within himself if he's compromised the Gospel
and conformed to the most current popular trends now in the church culture. He also knows IF HE HAS REFUESED to compromise because HE
SEES WHAT THE TRENDS ARE DOING TO THE CHURCH.
The world is not following the church. THE CHURCH IS FOLLOWING
THE WORLD, AND GOD WON'T BLESS IT! He will not put His stamp
of approval on that which He despises.

od
G
f
ly o
b
em
s
as
s
x
A
e
, T
l
irst
i
e
016
F
n
2
t
s
e
Be
A
th
m
l
l
l
8
i
o
1
C
W
er
m
b
a
em
gr
”
c
o
e
r
N
D
P
R
O
h
B
S
out
I
Y
E
V
O
T he
L
E
“
TIM
m
a
0
10:3

“Service’s ”
Sunday Morning ---------- 10:30 am
Sunday Evening ---------- 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening ----- 6:00 - 7:00
pm

Call 832-401-5773 for more information

Christianity IS NOTHING IF it's not supernatural! If we will ONCE
MORE allow the Chruch to be the Church, no power on earth or hell can
successfully stand against it. Let us pattern the church OF TODAY after the
Book of Acts.
PLEASE PRAY FOR A HEAVEN SENT REVIVAL TO OUR
NATION.

DID YOU KNOW ???

You don't have to be a lawyer to be a Supreme
Court Justice.
Over 1 million Earths would fit inside the Sun.
Before 1687 clocks were made with only an hour
hand.

Rev_3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.
“ We are here to help you at anytime call
and we will pray with you.”

Argentina
Peru
Tunisia
Thailand
Sweden
Mexico
Malta

People from around the world are going on our
church web-site.
www.colmesneilfirstaog.com
These are the Countries that people have got on our
Web Site
And All over the United State
Just Thank Of It Your Church “First
Brazil
Assembly
of God of Colmesneil is reachItaly
ing
people
in other Countries
Venezuela
Philippines
As you set here this morning somebody in
Spain
anther Country is reading the Shepherds
Ecuador
Voice or reading about your CHURCH.
Colombia

We would love to hear from our readers
First Assembly of God
P.O. Box 496
Colmesneil.Texas 75938

www.colmesneilfirstaog.com

