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FREE TAKE O N E

How to Rest in Christ and be
Free from Sin

I wrote the following letter in response to a very nice letter I
received from a prisoner several years ago. I have concealed his name for the sake of this publication. I believe
the answers I gave him will help many others with the same
questions.
Leroy Surface

By Leroy Surface

Dear B.B.;
I cannot often answer mail due to the fact that the limited time that I have
is consumed with writing, ministry, and other necessary works. Your letter, however, indicated to me a man that is hungry for reality and the
knowledge of the truth, and I felt that an answer to your questions is in
order. For your friend that wants to know how long it has been since I
have sinned, I have also enclosed my booklet, “Is a Christian also a
Sinner,” which I first published over a dozen years ago. I wrote it in

response to a letter from a lady wanting to know basically the same thing.
B—-, the “freedom from sin” that I preach is a work of grace, and not of
works. Jesus promised to give “rest” to those who come to Him. The
apostle Paul says, “For we which have believed do enter into rest”
(Hebrews 4:3) and “He that is entered into His rest, he also hath ceased
from his own works” (Hebrews 4:10). When the apostle says in verse
eleven, “Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest,” he is not speaking
of our works. The word “labour” was translated from the Greek word
“spoudazo,” which means “to use speed.” “Don’t hesitate; be quick to
believe what God has said in the gospel of Christ and cease from your own
works.”
It is a common error to believe that we are “saved by grace,” but “kept”
through our own works or efforts. Jude closes his short epistle saying,
“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only
wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both
now and ever. Amen” (Jude 1:24-25). The words “from falling” were
translated from the Greek word “aptaistos,” which means “not stumbling,
that is, (figuratively) without sin.” B—-, it is a mistake for anyone to
think they can “keep themselves” from sinning through their will power.
Only Christ can keep us, which He does absolutely as long as we abide in
Him.
B—-, you wrote, “I do have victory over sin more than ever before
because the truth is setting me free from faith to faith.” We must understand that our wonderful salvation is not based upon “victory over sin,”
but “freedom from sin.” “Victory over” is an “active” term, which
requires our effort. “Freedom from” is a passive term, which requires our
rest. I realize this is hard to comprehend, but I illustrate as follows;
A man-eating lion is loose in my house. If I am to live in that house, one
of two things must happen; 1. I must have power over the lion, which
means I must be a trained lion tamer. If I have that power over the lion, I
can keep him at bay. I can make him lie down, roll over, sit up and beg,
but there is one thing I cannot do. I cannot rest in sleep, because if I am
not “ever vigilant,” the man-eating lion will kill me. 2. I am not a lion
tamer. If I must live in the house with the lion, I will soon be devoured,
See Page 2

I want to tell you the
TRUTH!

By: Kirbbie Cowart

Time for the American men to “Man Up”!
What if you woke up in the morning and your little child was gone and
nowhere to be found what would you do? Would panic?

What if one day your child has grown and now they want to leave your
home and go off with someone you know is an alcoholic or a drug
addict what would you do?

Men can I say something to you? Men you can give your daughter all the
things she wants and let her go off with any of her friends she wants to
go with. Then one day you will
continued on page 2
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see her walk out of the house with a alcoholic or a drug addict that
can’t hold a job because of the drug test. Men you can take you son
hunting and fishing go to all the sports events with him and buy him
the truck or car he wants but if you don’t teach him how to be a real
man he too will leave the house one day and marry a girl that will not
respect him as the man of the house.

Men did you notice I did not say you where not a good man or not good
provider. The best gift a man can give his children is to show love and
respect to their mother. Your daughter will see a man respecting her mother
and she will see her mother respecting a man. Your son will see you loving
and respecting a woman his mother and he will see a woman loving and
respecting a man. As a man and a father that love his children he will protect them by setting boundaries for his children.

A real man will take his children to
church where they can see him pray
and worshiping his God. Ask yourself
a question why is it that the Muslim
children are so involved in Islam?
Answer: They see all these men worshiping Allah. You think you are a
real man by buying guns and putting
the blame on the Government. You
have seen all these men in the streets
bowing and praying to Allah? Must
of the church are empty today in America because the men in America will

not be the Priest of their home.

Out of young adults 35 years and younger
85 % have not opened a Bible to read it. That tells me we
have millions of men not going to church and not taken their
family with them.

killed the 60,000 Christian Soldiers

By: Kirbbie Cowart

Most people are aware that Rome burned during the reign of Nero and
that the Christians in the Empire were blamed and massacred by the tens
of thousands. A similar event occurred under the Emperor Domitian
around 95AD. I learned today that in1915 the Turks were concerned that
the Christians in the realm would join the Allied forces so they killed the
60,000 Christian soldiers in the army and then massacred over 1,000,000
Christian citizens in Turkey. After following the fury over the Indiana law
and watching the lengths lawmakers will go to trying to appease the
protests it makes me wonder how far we are from demonizing Christians
in this country as menaces to society.

How True! How True! I preached a message about two Sundays ago title
“It’s Your Fault”. “WE” as a Christian Nation should have stood with
Judge Moore when they took the Ten Commandments out of He Court
House. Out of the Schools across this land.
God said it is the “Fault: of the people that are called by His name,
People say they are Christian and live like the devil all week they want
give to God “time” or “money”. They are feeding people rotten fruit. The
church is so worldly you can’t tell a Christian from a sinner. Most of the
church talks like the world, looks like the world, and acts like the world.

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name,
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
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but I know a “lion killer,” so I bring Him into my house and he kills the lion
and takes his carcass out of my house. Now, I can rest without fear of the
lion, because the lion is dead. Christ did not come into the world to tame
the lion (sin), but to kill the lion. In fact, He came into the world to destroy
Satan (Hebrews 2:14) and nail sin to His cross (I Peter 2:24). He did this
for “whosoever” will believe and trust in Him who did it through His death
on the cross.
B—-, you also wrote, “…reality shows me that we don’t “abide” in Christ
100% of the time, and so we make the foolish choice to sin.” We must have
a correct view of what “reality” is. The apostle Paul says, “…we
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen are
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal” II Corinthians
4:18). We look at the things around us, and think they are the “reality”
because we can see them with our eyes, touch them with our hands, smell
them, hear them, etc. These are not the reality, however, because they will
all pass away. The “reality” is that which is eternal. The “new heavens and
earth” will be the reality of which the present heavens and earth is only the
image. The “new man in Christ Jesus” is the reality, and the gospel of
Christ is the reality; if our experience does not match the word of God, the
“word of God” is still the “reality,” and our experience is the lie.
When God first began teaching me the “truth as it is in Jesus” (Ephesians
4:21), I argued with Him. Concerning I John 3:9, “Whosoever is born of
God doeth not commit sin…,” I said, “I know by experience that those who
are born of God do sin.” The Spirit of God rebuked me sharply; “You do
not know anything by experience; you only know by my word.” Let God be
true, and every man a liar. As long as we judge what reality is by our experience, we must continue in sin, because we will never be free. I made a
choice almost twenty-five years ago to “believe God” even when I did not
understand. It was when I believed without understanding, and without
“experience” to prop me up, that God gave me understanding, and with that
understanding came glorious freedom from sin.
B—-, again, you wrote, “…so we make the foolish choice to sin.” When
Christ has taken our sin away, which condition is received by grace through
faith, and not by works (Ephesians 2:8), we do not have the “choice” to sin,
because our hearts have been “purified by faith” (Acts 15:8-9). Jesus told
us that everything which defiles a man “comes out of the heart.” “For from
within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things come from within, and defile the man”(Mark 7:21-23). All these evil things are in the heart
of man until such time that Christ, who “came into the world to make an
end of sins” (Daniel 9:24-25), takes sin out of the heart of those who believe
and trust in Him to do so. Those “evil things” Jesus spoke of in this text
are not in the heart of those who “know the truth (John 8:32)” and “trust in
Him” (Ephesians 1:12-13).
I come to the part of your letter that asks how long since I have sinned. On
pages ten and eleven of the booklet “Is a Christian also a sinner,” which I
have sent to you, I go into some detail concerning what the apostle John
called “sin unto death” and “sin not unto death.” When sin is taken out of
the heart of man, it is impossible for that person to “sin a sin that is unto
death” unless they have been moved away from Christ. John told us to pray
for those among the believers that “sin a sin not unto death” (I John 5:16).
He continued to say “There is a sin unto death; I do not say that you should
pray for it” (verse sixteen), and in the seventeenth verse, “There is a sin not
unto death.”
The sins that are “unto death” are clearly listed; “Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God” (I Corinthians
6:9-10). These are the sins that it is impossible for the children of God to
commit, because these things are not in the heart of those who are “born of
God.” Sadly, I did commit some of these sins after I was “born again” and
even “filled with the Holy Ghost,” but I was first “moved away from
Christ” before any of these things were possible. I was backslidden and
lost during that horrible time which came into my life almost forty years
ago. If I had died during that time, I would have been eternally damned. It
was after I was forgiven and even restored to ministry that I began a desperate search to find the answer for the sin problem that is in the heart of
man. My mind was sometimes tormented by the horrible sins I had committed and even though I was not sinning, my mind was still troubled with
sinful thoughts. It was in the spring of 1991 that the understanding of
Hebrews 9:13-14 shone into my heart as a great light. “For if the blood of
continued on page 3
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bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” In a
moment of time the Holy Ghost fell upon me and the filth that troubled me
at nights turned off like you would turn off a faucet. I can honestly say that
since that day, I have been free.
Have I sinned since that day? Not a single sin “which is unto death.”
Those are the sins that require sin in the heart to commit, and those whose
heart is pure cannot commit them. “Sins not unto death” are a different
story. These do not consist of the “evil fruit on a corrupt tree,” but of “lack
of fruit on a good tree.” The apostle Paul says, “But the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23). A lack of
any of these in a child of God’s life is what John calls a “sin not unto
death.” Certainly, there have been many times that I have not shown
enough love, joy, peace, etc. Oftentimes not gentle enough or patience
enough, and sometimes not meek enough. These are the things that John
told us to pray for one another concerning. If a person “dies in sin” they
will be lost eternally. To “die in sin” is to die with those “sins which are
unto death” remaining in the heart. Concerning the “works of the flesh,”
Paul says this; “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft,
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings,
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:19-21). How many
times must the apostles tell us these things before we believe them, and how
many times must they tell us that Christ died to take these things away
before we will believe the truth and trust in Christ?
Many people have been deceived to believe that a man or woman could die
in the act of adultery, and Christ would receive them “if their faith is
grounded in the cross of Christ.” That is about the most ridiculous thing I
have ever heard. The cross of Christ is the end of sin for those who trust in
Christ “who loved us, and gave Himself for us” (Galatians 2:20).
B—-, you said that your friend is a skeptic. Remember “doubting
Thomas?” When he was told about the resurrection of Jesus from the dead,
he said, “Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my
finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not
believe” (John 20:25). Thomas did not believe, but he was willing to
believe. Jesus did not thrust him away, but appeared again on the eighth day
especially for Thomas’ sake. Seeing Jesus, Thomas fell before Him crying,
“My Lord and my God.” If a person’s skepticism is an honest doubt in a
person that is willing to believe, Christ will reveal Himself to that person.
If their skepticism, however, is because they “love unrighteousness,” the
apostle said they will “believe a lie” and “be damned” (II Thessalonians
2:11-12), which millions are doing in this generation.
It is hard for people to believe the truth when they first hear it because it is
foolishness to them. They know they are not “strong enough” to live free
from sin, so their first inclination is to believe that it is only the “self-righteous” who would believe such a thing. It is a wrong understanding of
“grace” that actually blinds the people. They think we are “covered by
grace,” or that we “go to heaven by grace.” Neither of these is true. The
truth is that we are “made free from sin” by grace. It is not by works. In
my early experience I went to extremes trying to “sanctify myself,” and
“crucify my flesh.” I fasted more days than I ate for three years straight.
During the same time, I gave over 50% of my income to the church, and
tried to pray several hours a day. Most of those around me thought I was
the most consecrated young man they knew, but they didn’t know the struggle that was in my heart. This intense disciplined lifestyle actually helped
in my backsliding, because a person can maintain such a life only for a period of time. Before I was “made free from sin,” which is the promise of the
gospel of Christ, and what He came into the world to do, I had to cease from
my own works (Hebrews 4:10). I had to “believe God,” which is to
“believe the record that God gave of His Son” (I John 5:10). God gave His
record through the prophets of the Old Testament and the apostles of the
New Testament. It is called “the testimony of Jesus.” B—-, the “glorious
liberty” you seek is the gift of God to fallen man. It must be received as a
gift, which means it is “by grace” and “not by works.” Believe and Trust.
Spend time in His presence every day until you live “in His presence.”
Very soon, you will say with the apostle Paul, “I am crucified with Christ,
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me…” (Galatians 2:20).
I must close this letter. B—-, I appreciate your sincerity towards the word
of God. I hope we can meet some day and get to know each other. I know
that many others have the same questions you have asked, so I may also
publish this letter in a future “Behold the Lamb,” but I will not use your
name. Please know that this letter is written out of the love of Christ that I
have for you.
May God richly bless you,
Leroy Surface

CRUMMY FAITH

page 3

Rev. James Guerrero

We’re continuing our focus on the subject of faith. It is so obvious that
without faith we cannot surmount the problems of life nor successfully advance the cause of Jesus Christ. Therefore I must give myself to
an honest analysis of the subject from a biblical perspective. The text
I’d like to explore is found in Matthew 15, verses 21 through 28.

Jesus has already fed over 5000 with minimal supplies, taught the
multitudes and walked on water amidst a raging storm, arriving in
Gennesarte where once more He’s healed multitudes. Needy souls are
coming from near and afar, believing that by merely touching the hem
of His garment they would receive a restorative miracle. After dialoguing with a delegation of Jews who have come from Jerusalem to
find fault with His theology, whom He remarkably subdued by
rehearsing their own hypocritical mannerisms, and has now headed
for Tyre and Sidon, an area given to material opulence and extremely
sensuous religious observances. It was also a territory that had deep
contempt for the Jews and vice versa.

In the text we’ll note a Syro-phenician mother coming to Jesus to
obtain an audience with Him. She has a daughter who is grossly dominated by, in her testimony, a devil. She doesn’t have an escort but has
a burgeoning passion to connect with Christ. She came believing the
reports concerning Him and His powers. Realize that for her to make
this kind of connection was contrary to social edict. Her actions could
result in her being ostracized from the community for patronizing
Christ on this level. But she didn’t care. Something was stirring within her that was worth the risk. So, without a formal invitation she
encroaches on the very Person of Jesus Christ, with all humility and
brokenness of heart.

She, like others who have demonstrated an earnest in reaching Chirst,
was full of heightened exclamations, (Matthew 15:22) “......Have
mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.”. Her voice is lifted up, screaming a message to Him in hopes of acquiring His attention. She’s asking for
“mercy”, believing Christ could be so moved emotionally as to
accommodate her request. This Jesus could interrupt her world of negativity as she taped into His sense of compassion. What she was asking for could not be acquired through natural or traditional means.
Nor did she offer anything of monetary value in exchange for what
she wanted. Let me suggest, this same Christ can be and is touched by
the woes that terrorize our lives, and it is faith that sustains our vigil
and not works or meritorious deeds.

Now here’s the first of four dilemmas that CRUMMY FAITH must
get over, verse 23 “But He answered her not a word.” She is met
with mortifying silence. From all appearances Jesus doesn’t sense an
urgency to react to her appeal. Here a demon needed to be exorcised
from a child but was unmoved the exclamations of the mother. A mystery perhaps, but certainly an obstacle that CRUMMY FAITH had to
overcome. Here’s the message for us to digest, sometimes it appears
that Christ is disinterested in our plight, oblivious to our crisis, but
faith will not succumb to silence or what appears to be Divine insensibility.
Second hurdle also takes place in v.23 “And His disciples came and
besought Him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us.”.
The lady is making a nuisance out of herself and her contemporaries
continued on page 4
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are taken with all the commotion, wanting Jesus to bring this all to a
halt by whatever means He would choose. Certainly this was not an
atmosphere conducive to such a phenomena, and many, discerning the
attitudes of those in leadership might give up on the mission, but
CRUMMY FAITH was the compelling sentiment that would not be
swayed from its objective. May we persist in our efforts to invoke the
wonder of our Christ and not be distracted by those who may more or
less, resent our presence. Please, be encouraged and not dismayed
over contradictory conditions.

Then the third hurdle. Listen to Jesus’ comments to her after she has
emotionally expressed her needs. Matthew 15:24 “But He answered
and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” Imagine hearing the Christ sidestep your entreaty, expressing
the fact that your needs are incongruous with Divine order. There are
those who suggest Jesus is merely testing her faith, which well may
be, but nonetheless, a comment like this would be a gigantic hurdle to
work through. Again, whether or not she was privy to His comments
is uncertain, but regardless, CRUMMY FAITH becomes even more
adamant.

Matthew 15:25 reveals how determined her faith was, “Then came
she and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help me.” Undaunted by
the rebuff, becoming . She’s crying out for help, growing even more
bold and unrelenting. But then the fourth hurdle, (Matthew 15:26)
“But he answered and said, it is not meet to take the children’s
bread, and cast it to dogs.” Although orally repulsed, insulted and
demeaned by His inferences, she does not retreat. Jesus has stated that
the manna belonging to the Jew is not to be frivolously spent on pets.
Can we began to fathom what we’d been sensing if we were in her
place? It is extremely difficult to find words to express what must
have been rushing through her mind. A hurdle that would have
repulsed the average religionist. Most would have been absolutely
turned off, resentful and dismiss the relevancy of Jesus Christ. I’m
sure there are many who have found themselves in such a nightmarish circumstance in which they’ve felt neglected, abused and outright
ignored by Messiah. But lets continue this investigation. Matthew
15:27 “And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs
which fall from their master’s table.”

The lady refuses to surrender to denial or allow discouragement to
overrule what she believed in the core of her being. She acknowledge
there are distinct mountains between them, she a Gentile and He a
Jew, but a crumb from the sacred manna will inevitable fall from the
table and to the ground, and an inferior pet will be quick to snatch up.
She says she’s not interested in the loaf, but will be perfectly satisfied
with a small, infinitesimal portion that will never be missed by the
Jew. She claims nothing as a daughter of Abraham but is looking only
for UN-covenanted mercies. The real plea was her unworthiness, that
in acknowledgment of her degradation lay the force of her appeal. She
is doing no wrong to the sons of the house, for mercy exceeds necessity and sufficiency.
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It Took 30 Minutes For Her To Die.
Message by: Kirbbie Cowart, Publisher

In April 1964 in New York City a young woman coming home at night
approached the front door of her apartment building and was accosted by
a man. He slashed her with a knife. She screamed at the top of her voice.
Then he cut her again. She screamed, “I” m dying! I m dying! Somebody
help me!” It took 30 minutes for him to kill her. Nobody came. Was it
because nobody heard her cry? The police discovered that thirty-eight
people had heard her screams. They had looked out of their windows, but
no one cared enough to help; nobody even bothered to call the police.
When questioned by the police, they said they didn’t want to get involved.
We say to ourselves indignantly, “Why those miserable tenants! They
deserve a fate far worse than the young woman.” Yet, how many of us sit
by daily, weekly, yearly, watching people go to a fate far worse than that
which was suffered by Kitty Genovese, and we decide not to get
involved? It took Kitty half an hour to die, but there are millions who go
to a place where they will never die, who go into everlasting torment. And
sadly, we don’t care enough to do anything to help them. How about your
heart? Are you really concerned for the lost?

Are you concerned about America and where it is headed? What about our
children and grandchildren? Did you know according to a report in 2000
by the TEA statistics, there were 200,000 assaults against students and
18,000 assaults against teachers recorded in the previous four academic
years. In this same time period, there were 31,000 weapons confiscated in
schools, and 85,000 acts of vandalism or criminal mischief against schools
or student property were reported.

To cope with such serious problems, our state-licensing agency reports
that 1,062 peace officers now work for independent school districts. They
represent about 10 percent of the 11,500 licensed peace officers in Texas. I
remember the day when the only time you would see a policemen at
school was at a football game and that was for traffic control.
I believe we have readers that are “concerned” about the moral decline of
this nation, and about family values. Yet, just being “concerned,” with out
action equals being “not involved,” while hundreds of thousands of people
are dying without Jesus every day.
Indictment against the churches of America.

What an indictment this is against the churches of America. We hear of
great revival in America; about how the youth are being reached with new
outreach techniques, such as Christian Rock Groups, Christian Rap
Groups, etc. The American “church” has decided to look like the world,
seeking to entice the world to join the “church.” And, that is just what
happens, they “join up.” I have heard that some of our Pentecostal
Churches have called in policemen for youth events to keep the peace.
There is something wrong with this picture. When we get back to preaching the Word of God and praying in the altars, this will change.

Jesus is taken with her response, Matthew 15:28 “....O woman, great
is thy faith: but it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter
was made whole from that very hour.” He summarizes what it is
that transformed the immediacy, with all its demonically inspired
intrusions, giving way to healing or deliverance. He says, as He draws

As publisher of “Hear The Shepherd’s Voice” I m asking, if you are concerned, will you help us? We need your prayers and offerings. We need
your help to reach out to lost and dying people by giving them the gospel
in the form of this gospel newspaper. People are crying for help; our youth
are crying for help, trying to get someone’s attention. Can you hear their
cry for help! We tell the youth, “Just say NO!” to drugs, and sex. It is
about time that we as Christian leaders stand up and say “NO!” “NO, you
can’t bring worldly music in here. “NO, you can’t live like the world and
go to heaven. NO, we are not going to have that kind of band in this
church. The problem we have with saying “NO!” is “FEAR;” fear of the
consequences. How long will it take for the people you love to die? The
adversary is killing them little by little every minute of every day. The cry
for help is loud and clear. Is anyone concerned?

See Page 6
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If you would like to help us print a monthly issue Of Hear The
Shepherds Voice and mail it out on a monthly bases you can your
send your tax deductible love gift to:
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P.O. Box 496,
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Looking For A Good Church?
YOU JUST FOUND IT!
409-837-5706
First Assembly of God
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Wednesday Night - 6:00 P.M.

Wednesday Night is our “Advance Christian Development”

People are from around the world are going on our
church web-site.

We believe in getting out side
the four walls of the church
building to reach the lost.

www.colmesneilfirstaog.com

These are the Countries that people have got on our Web Site
And All over the United State

First Assembly of God
P.O. Box 496
Colmesneil, Texas 75938

Service Time

Sunday -10:30 A.M..
Sunday - 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Night - 6:00 P.M.

Wednesday Night is our “Advance Christian Development”

You can read the Shepherds Voice on our church web-site at

www.colmesneilfirst aog.com

Pastor Kirbbie L. Cowart 409-837-5706 or cell 832-401-5773
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General Superintendent Renews Call to Prayer for Nation
After

the brutal murder of New York City police officers Wenjian Liu
and Rafael Ramos, I issued a statement asking for prayer for our
nation's law enforcement officers. Earlier, I and other Pentecostal
leaders had asked for prayer for the black community in the United
States, as well as our brothers and sisters in the Church of God in
Christ, the National Black Fellowship of the Assemblies of God, other
black believers, and law enforcement officers.

Recently, Bishop Charles E. Blake Sr., presiding bishop of the Church
of God in Christ, a classical Pentecostal Fellowship with long ties to
the Assemblies of God, issued the following statement:
"The brutal execution-style ambush and killing of two New York
police officers Wenjian Liu and Rafael Ramos is a horrifying
tragedy... As Christians we are called to seek peace and pursue justice
and to stand in compassion with the grieving families of these brave
men who have made the ultimate sacrifice while protecting the community."
Would you join me wholeheartedly in standing with Bishop Blake in
his condemnation of violence against police officers? This is a time in
our history when the body of Christ has a unique opportunity to
intercede for our nation and live as agents of reconciliation. As
Sunday School children we sang this song:

Jesus loves the little children,
All the children of the world

Did you know that you can read the Shepherds Voice
Paper on our Church Web-Site, and that you can hear
singing and preaching on
our site.

www.colmesneilfirstaog.com
We have a Prayer Chain that you can call 409-837You Don’t Have To Be Alone This
Christma s
We are hear to help!

Homebound
Teams

These Homebound
Team members will
come to you, Will
pray with you for
you or just visit with
you. They will help
you any way they
can. You don’t have
to be lonely they are
here just to help.

Colmesneil First Assembly of God
Homebound Minisrty Team’s Members
409-837-5773 OR 823-401-5773
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It Took 30 Minutes For Her To Die.
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The Good Samaritan

And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there
came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed
by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place,
came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain
Samaritan as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him,
he had compassion on him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him
to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he departed,
he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him,
Take care of him, and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come
again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was
neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?
Luke 10:30-34

The good Samaritan was concerned and took action that cost him something, but he was more than willing to pay.

The attack of hell has started; the demon hoards are loosened. Look at the
families of America; three out of five have a loved one in jail or prison.
There are more divorces in the church than in the world. People are tormented night and day, not knowing how tomorrow will turn out, living
without hope of life getting any better for them. The cry and screams for
help can be heard. Will you answer the call for help? Or will you say with
the 38 people that heard the screams for help from Kitty Genovese, “I
don’t want to be get involved.” It may be that you’re thinking someone
else will do it. That may have been the reasoning of the 38 people that
heard the screams of Kitty Genovese. The truth of the matter is, no one
came to help.

The next time the Lord asks you to help someone in your community or
church, don’t leave it up to someone else to do it. You answer the call; it
could be the saving of a soul, or, many souls.

Write To: First Assembly of God
P.O. Box 496
Colmesneil, Texas 75938
We would love to hear from you, or come by our church we
have
Sunday Morning at 10:30 am and Sunday Night 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night at 6:00 p.m or call 409-331-9948

If you would like to write Bro. Leroy Surface and get a Free
Booklet every month or just tell him how much his message
blessed you.
Calvary Outreach
P.O. BOX 750
Porter, Texas 77365

CRUMMY FAITH

Rev. James Guerrero
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her attention to what He’s about to say, it is your “great” faith, your
extraordinary confidence that has facilitated the miraculous. Her
actions, speech and persistence is defined by Jesus, as faith. Faith of
this dimension overruled all forms of negativity and rejection and a
burden was gloriously met.

How do we close such a scenario? I mean, realistically, why would
Matthew leave such a record under the auspices of the Holy Spirit for
us to peruse? What I derive from the text is a viable challenge for all
of us to pursue. The devil is as a roaring lion going about, stalking the
susceptible and binding the potential of many otherwise innocent
souls. My personal plea is that we might nurture the kind of faith that
gives us a fresh resiliency, that no matter how pale our circumstances
may appear, our voices will be raised in earnest faith that this same
Jesus will show Himself strong on behalf of them that call upon His
name.

We cannot abandon our mission friends, nor become weary in our efforts.
Sure there are contradictions, distractions and failures that challenging us,
but we must continue the awesome drive to see our faith significantly
rewarded. May these words nourish our faith as our sons and daughters are
in such dire straits, needing to witness the fulness of Christ’s power in the
here and now.

Rev. James Guerrero

Normally, every year New Life
Covenant Church (AG) in Chicago
begins its year with 21 days of prayer
and fasting. This year, Pastor
Wilfredo "Choco" De Jesús and the
church are giving “feet” to their fasting.
De Jesús, an Executive Presbyter for
the Assemblies of God, says that the
church’s main campus will remain
open 24 hours a day for 21 days
(Jan. 4-24), welcoming in anyone
who comes, as the church proclaims
2016 as the “Year of Healing” for

Chicago.
“Anyone and everyone is welcome to come in and enjoy some hot coffee,
a danish, and some conversation at any time,” De Jesús says.
“Gangbangers, the homeless, any community member can come in, stay
for a short while or bring a book and even take a nap, if they want to.”
But more than just an open door that provides a place of warmth and safety, the church has felt led to make 2016 a year the provides hope and
offers healing for Chicago.
“It’s possible to live 40 days without food, six days without water, six minutes without oxygen, but you can’t live one day without hope,” De Jesús
says. “We want to offer our community a sense of hope . . . the same hope
we’ve found in Christ.”

Colmesneil First Assembly of God is a place where you can grow
in the Lord. If you have a desire to learn more of Gods word, our
Advance Christian Development Classes is the place to be on
Wednesday night from 6:00 p.m -7:00 p.m.

We know there are hurting people in our community that need a
healing. we are here to pray for you and with you.

JESUS

Call Brother Cowart at 409-331-9948 or cell 832-401-5773
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My Life or His
Message by: Keith Surface

Almost two thousand years ago an angry mob decided that a murderer should live and that the righteous Son of God should be crucified. We look at this unthinkable miscarriage of justice and tell ourselves that we would have chosen differently had we been there that
day. The truth is, however, that this same issue is put before us on a
daily basis, many times with the same result. So often the rebel goes
free and the Son of God is rejected, sent away, as though to be crucified. The true decision that must be made when a person comes to
the Lord is not how they will live the rest of their life, but who will live
the rest of their life? In this message we look at the life and death
issues that must be decided before a person can really choose to follow Jesus.

Faith Without Salvation

In Jesus’ earthly ministry there were many times that people made
decisions to believe and follow Him. However, their profession of faith
was not always responded to in the manner they thought it would be.
Consider the following passage. “Now when He was in Jerusalem at
the Passover in the feast day, many believed in His name, when they
saw the miracles which he did, but Jesus did not commit himself unto
them, because He knew all men, And needed not that any should testify of man: for He knew what was in man.” John 2:23-25. How could
Jesus be so indifferent concerning these people who came to believe
on Him? He would not even commit Himself unto these. The answer
is found in understanding why these professed faith in Jesus. The
faith of this group of people was real, but it was a faith that said to
Jesus, “We believe in you because we see your miracles.” Although a
miracle can be used by God to get someone’s attention, it can never
be the basis for saving faith. Faith that is based upon miracles does
not see the need for a Savior, but rather it only sees and follows miracles. Jesus, knowing their hearts, would not commit Himself to those
with such faith.

After the miracle of feeding the five thousand with five loaves and two
fishes, the scripture gives this account: “Then those men, when they
had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that
prophet that should come into the world.” John 6:14. This miracle of
the loaves and fishes so stirred the people, that when Jesus departed to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, they took boats and came
looking for Him. When they found Him, Jesus said unto them: “Ye
seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of
the loaves and were filled. ..” John 6:26-27. Unlike the first group
we dealt with, these people did not believe on Jesus because of His
miracles. These believed because of the natural provision He gave
them. Their faith looked for someone to meet a physical need. It is
true that God blesses and provides for His people, but natural promises of provision or prosperity can bring no one to saving faith in Jesus
Christ. Jesus told these that they were looking for the wrong “meat.”
When He began to tell them of His heavenly provision. They turned
and walked away from Him. In our generation, multitudes have been
enticed to Christianity through promises of earthly gain. The desire
for prosperity may bring a person to religion, but it will never bring
them to Jesus.

Later in His ministry, as Jesus was teaching the people, the scripture
gives another account of some who came to Him: ”As He spake these
words, many believed on Him. Then said Jesus to those Jews which
believed on Him. If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples
indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free. . John 8:30-32 This group of people believed on Jesus because
of the words He had spoken. It was good that they believed His
words. Yet what they had believed thus far could not save them. Jesus
did not turn these away, but in effect, He told them to just keep listening (continue in my word). If they continued in His word they
would know the truth. Jesus said that knowing it would make the
believer free from sin. Yet regrettably these “believers” also turned
away from Jesus. Although they believed many of His words, they
never saw their need for the freedom he promised them. They left,
offended by the one who had come to make them free. In the text
below, Jesus describes what must take place in those who desire to
come to Him.

“From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how
that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again
the third day. Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying,
Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee, but he turned,
and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence
unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those
that be of men. Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any [man] will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
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and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and
whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.” Matthew 16:2125

Self Denial

Jesus said that anyone who would come after Him must deny himself.
At first glance it is easy to miss the truth of this statement. In my
youth, I had always heard “denying self” preached in such a manner
as to conclude that it meant we must serve God even when we wanted to live for the world. This was denying ourselves of what we really wanted to do. Others taught “denying self” as saying we must live
holy even when our hearts were unclean. This was denying ourselves
of unholy desires. But the question that came to my heart was this.
Can you really serve God if you do not want to, or be holy when sin
lies in the heart? The answer, of course, is no. Such things are impossible. A true walk with God can only issue out of a pure and sincere
heart. There may be many truths found in some of the doctrines of
self-denial but so many of these truths fall far short of THE TRUTH of
the gospel. Understanding of this passage is found when you see that
Jesus did not say deny yourself of anything. He simply said, “let him
deny himself.” This speaks of denying (denouncing or rejecting)
everything you are and everything you can do aside from Jesus
Christ. Self denial is based upon the understanding that nothing we
are (this includes our sinfulness and our goodness) will ever be
acceptable to God. The following passage gives insight into “denial”
as we see how one man was denied by others.
“Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called
Christ? [They] all say unto him, Let him be crucified, and the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried out the more,
saying, Let him be crucified. When Pilate saw that he could prevail
nothing, but [that] rather a tumult was made, he took water, and
washed [his] hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the
blood of this just person: see ye [to it]. Then answered all the people, and said, His blood [be] on us, and on our children.” Matthew
27:15-25

The trial of Jesus has to be the saddest miscarriage of justice the
world has ever seen. Pilate heard the evidence and found no fault in
Jesus. As a judge he judged rightly when he determined Jesus to be
a just man who ought to go free. Still, the priests and elders insisted
that He be put to death. In an effort to let Jesus go free, Pilate turned
to a tradition that would allow the people to decide Jesus’ fate. He
brought up an infamous murderer and seditionist named Barabbas
and gave the people a choice between the two. Many in this multitude
had heard Jesus’ teachings, saw His miracles, and ate of the loaves
and fishes. His fame had spread throughout the region. There seemed
to be no doubt in Pilate’s mind that the people would want Jesus to
go free. So he set before them the one called Christ, and the other, a
murderer. To Pilate’s surprise they chose the murderer. The more
Pilate attempted to set Jesus free the more the people demanded His
death. Realizing that he could not change their minds, Pilate then
washed his hands. In this act he was symbolically removing himself
as judge in this” trial.” The people responded by saying, His blood be
on us, and on our children.. The multitude then became the judge and
Jesus was led away to be crucified.
To understand how this relates to self-denial we must go to Peter’s
message to this same multitude several weeks later.

“The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our
fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and
denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let
[him] go, but ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a
murderer to be granted unto you; And killed the Prince of life, whom
God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.”
Acts:3:13-15
Notice that Peter accuses the multitude of denying Jesus. Why didn’t
he blame Pilate? It was Pilate’s responsibility as judge to deny or
receive a defendant’s claims of innocence. He was the one who had
to deny the defendant his life and/or freedom, or let him go free. But
when Pilate washed his hands of Jesus’ blood, the people took this
responsibility upon themselves. The multitude became the judge.
They denied Jesus and condemned Him to death. Hear their cries,
“AWAY WITH HIM! CRUCIFY HIM! Peter also denied Jesus. We think
this means he simply wouldn’t acknowledge Jesus, but look at the
record of the scripture. “But he began to curse and to swear, saying
I know not this man.” Mark 14:71. Here we find Peter cursing and
swearing as he denounces anything to do with Jesus. In this effort to
save his own life, who do you think Peter was cursing?

Peter denied the wrong man that day, so did the multitude. But this
day, as Peter speaks, it seems as though another trial is taking place.
Peter preaches that Jesus has now been raised from the dead and is
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now both Lord and Christ. He also preaches about the murderers, but
this time Barabbas is not the murderer. This same multitude, the
one’s who sent Jesus to His death, are found to be the murderers.
Just as in Jesus’ trial, after the evidence is presented the people are
allowed to stand as the judges. Who will the people deny and send
away this day. Will this multitude reject Jesus again? Or will they deny
themselves? Will they again choose the vile over the righteous?

Conviction

Something else is different about this trial. It is not the priests who
are bringing the charges. As Peter preaches, the people are being
prosecuted (brought to conviction) by the Spirit of God. This gives us
insight as to the first work of the Holy Ghost as He draws a man to
Jesus. When Spirit of God begins deal with the heart of a man, He
stands first as a prosecuting attorney. He is God’s advocate, bringing
forth the evidence of the lost man’s sinfulness. The purpose of the
Holy Ghost in this is to get what is commonly known as a “conviction”.
He comes to convict the world of sin. [John 16:8] This trial takes
place in the heart of the lost person. During this trial, the good man
is stripped of his goodness, the religious man is stripped of everything
he trusts in, and the evil man is shown the vileness of his ways. When
the Holy Ghost has finished this work, all claims of innocence are
taken away. The evidence becomes overwhelming and the prosecutor
is to persuasive. After He has revealed the lost man’s sinfulness, He
begins to reveal God’s righteousness. Another man is brought forward. This second man is Jesus, the sinless Son of God. More evidence is presented. Jesus is shown to be “holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens.” Hebrews
7:26 He is found to be Lord, Master, Savior, Redeemer, and Friend.
Again the Holy Ghost presents the evidence of God’s righteousness
revealed in giving His Son to die for us. In this He “reproves the world
of righteousness.” John 16:8 The evidence is in. The sinner is shown
to be vile and wicked. Jesus is shown to be the righteous redeemer.
Just as the sinner becomes certain that God could and should strike
him down this very moment, the Holy Ghost begins to speak to his
heart saying, “You be the judge. Who do you want to live? Jesus? or
the murderer? Jesus or you? Who do you count worthy of living, and
who do you count worthy of death? Will you deny Jesus and send Him
away as the multitude did? Or will you deny yourself?” If the work of
the Spirit has been completed, the only cry of this person will be
“Away with me! Away with my sinfulness! I am worthy of damnation!” “All my goodness avails me nothing!”
Self-denial is the work of godly sorrow and true repentance. It is not
the act of changing yourself or making promises to do better, but it is
the state of a heart that has seen all its goodness stripped away.
When he looks at himself he is grieved because of his vileness and
only sees one worthy of damnation. He becomes fully persuaded that
he is lost, without hope, and on his way to hell.

This part of coming to Jesus is so often expressed with great emotion.
The sinner comes, he weeps, he cries, he begs for forgiveness. As
onlookers we say to ourselves, “Surely this one has found the Lord,”
but sometimes what we see with the natural eye is deceiving. We
know that true repentance must take place before anyone comes to
the Lord. Yet if no further work is accomplished, the person will leave
and possibly lay aside sins for a season, but soon their sins will
return. Repentance alone cannot save a single soul. Repentance
comes when people see the horror of their own sinfulness. They are
“convicted” of sin. However, redemption is found when this convicted
person is sent to God’s place of judgment. He is sent to Calvary. I
would to God that true repentance would once again grip this nation,
but if the convicted man is never brought to Calvary, all the repentance in the world cannot save his soul.

If you would like to help us print a monthly issue Of
“Hear The Shepherds Voice” and mail it out on a
monthly bases you can your send your tax deductible
love gift to:
First Assembly of God
P.O. Box 496,
Colmesneil Texas 75938
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David Wilkerson’s Warning : Sadly unheeded!
By David Wilkerson

I am not coming to you as a pastor but with a prophetic
word. God so shook me recently with this message that I
should bring it somewhere, sometime in Springfield. This
morning the Lord, by His Spirit, spoke to my heart that
this is the time. He has called me to be one of His watchmen, and I have wept over this and prayed that He will
help me deliver the message in a spirit of love. This is not
a chastisement but a warning for the Assemblies of God.

Paul’s Warning

Paul warned of the coming of another gospel and another Jesus (2
Corinthians 11:4). He warned the church that it’s really not another gospel
but a perversion of the true gospel of Jesus Christ. If you hear any other
gospel, he said, let that preacher be accursed. In other words, no matter
how pleasant, how pious, or how sincere, if the message is not the death
of sin through the cross of Jesus Christ, let it be accursed.
I tremble when I read in the Scriptures that in the last days Satan is going
to come right into the church posing as an angel of light. He’s going to
take ministers who, at one time, had the touch of God, and he’s going to
transform them into angels of light to become his tool of deception.
That’s frightening. It causes me to fall on my face before God for such
false, deceitful workers transforming themselves into the apostles of
Christ. No marvel, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
Therefore, it’s no great thing if ministers also are transformed as the ministers of righteousness whose end shall be according to their works.
Paul said they are going to glory in the flesh, in their bigness, their numbers, their influence, and their contemporariness. They will boast they are
contemporary, that there is a gospel that is out of style that doesn’t reach
human need anymore. They will glory in the world’s acceptance. Jesus
warned, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Matthew 7:15). The context
of that warning was: “Straight is the gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth to life, and few there be that find it” (verse 14).

His warning was to beware of the wolves who are going to say it’s really
not that narrow and straight—they are going to come posing as submissive sheep. Jesus put His finger on the cause: ambition—ambitious ravening wolves. In the Greek it means “starved for recognition and quick gratification, quick growth.”
Jesus left no doubt about His meaning. For example, He was addressing a
struggling pastor who has worked for years and hasn’t seen the kind of
growth he wants to see. A young man with an accommodating gospel
moves into town and and within a very short time has a megachurch.
People are flocking there because there is entertainment; it’s a gospel of
fun. I’ve been in some of them. It’s the gospel of entertainment that has
no conviction whatsoever. There is very little in their gospel that speaks
to sinners of repentance, brokenness, and cross-bearing. A Christ is
preached, Jesus’ name is mentioned, but Paul said their’s is another
gospel, another Jesus.
Paul warned that if you are caught in this trap, if you want that hook of
entertainment, that hook of sudden growth, this is the hook: The enemy
will put in your path a teaching.

I have two preacher sons. One of them confessed to me, “Dad, I was that
close to being sucked in because I fasted and prayed and didn’t see the
growth I wanted to see, and I saw these others grow. That hook was there,
and I almost bought it.”
That is something this Movement and every movement is going to have
to look at and deal with: It is possible, through unholy ambition, to be
transformed from a man of God, who has been seeking God and getting a
word from heaven, to an unholy ambition and a tool of Satan. Let every
pastor heed this warning: The moment you begin to consider the “competition,” seeds of accommodation will be planted in your heart. Suddenly,
Satan will put in your path a wolf in sheep’s clothing—a man who will
try to seduce you into ungodly ambition and achieving church growth at
any cost. Yet the truth is, it could cost you your soul.

